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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
1st Sunday after the Holy Cross 2013 

The gospel readings for today (Luke 16:13; Luke 5:1-11) in both the Roman and 

Byzantine lectionaries call our attention to the issue and question of what 

commitment and participation in the community of Jesus’ disciples should look like.  

[Roman: In the 16th chapter of Luke’s gospel that we heard this morning, Jesus 

introduces his parable of the steward accused of squandering his master’s property 

with the very direct and rather startling words, “prepare a full account of your 

stewardship”.  These words were certainly not intended simply as fillers in a story, but 

were intended for all Jesus’ disciples throughout the ages to hear and to grapple with.  

All of us at some level need to prepare a full account of what we have done with the life 

that God has given us, with our stewardship of life in its entirety. The parable ends with 

Jesus’ call to his disciples to be single-minded and single-hearted in their commitment: 

“No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be 

devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and mammon.”] 

[Byzantine: The gospel reading at the Byzantine Liturgy is Luke’s account of Jesus’ 

calling Peter, James and John to discipleship.  He asks these fishermen, in effect, to 

leave behind everything that they had known and done up until that point and to join 

with Jesus in a new and rather strange and unconventional  adventure.  Jesus must 

have been aware that his invitation to these men would quite naturally produce some 

concern and anxiety because he immediately says to them, “Don’t be afraid, from now 
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on you will be catching people”.  Luke tells us that “When they had brought their boats 

to shore, they left everything and followed him.”] 

This gospel reading raises for us the question of what our own commitment and 

participation in the community of Jesus’ disciples can and should look like, which, in 

fact, was one of the main issues raised in the Appreciative Inquiry process that we 

engaged in earlier this year.  There was a sense that at St. Elizabeth’s we do have a 

strong and long-standing tradition of encouraging participation and commitment on the 

part of the laity.  This is not a passive parish of any kind.  It is not a church with a “pray, 

pay and obey” mentality.  What people get from church life here is always balanced with 

a request for what they can give, for what they can contribute to the community.  All of 

this is very good and is deeply appreciated by lots of people.  At the same time, there is 

also a concern that everyone in the parish, every parishioner, every person who calls 

this place “home” in some way, be invited and drawn into active participation and 

commitment at all levels of our community life- financially, with regard to the various 

ministries that exist, and offering the gifts that God has given them for the building up of 

Jesus’ community of disciples in this place.  No one who has been baptized into Christ 

and into Christ’s body can rightly sit back and simply wait for others to give time, talent 

and treasure so that they, then, can have a church and community to come to.  How 

each of us responds to Jesus’ call to discipleship and  how each of us then acts as a 

faithful steward of the life God has given us are important questions.  

But before we can act, the very first thing we really do need to do is to reflect on what 

we genuinely” believe in”.  And by that, I don’t mean “things we happen to  think are 

true”.  What I mean is “what we have set our hearts on”.  That’s what the Latin word, 
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“credo”/”I believe” means- “I set my heart on”, “I give my heart over to”.  The problem is 

that I might list all kind of things that I believe to be true or believe to be the case, but  

that doesn’t mean that I give my heart over to these things at all.  I can say, for 

example, that I believe in God or believe in Jesus and I can recite the Creed from 

memory, but I actually give over my heart and my life to all kinds of other things.  And 

this is where, I think, the issue of discipleship and of commitment has to begin- I need to 

do some honest reflecting on what I actually “believe in”, what I actually give my heart 

to, and then work from that point of truth.   

What can happen, of course, is that I might discover that what I say and what I do don’t 

really coincide, that my heart and my mouth are out of sync, and when that happens, 

then I need to engage in some really serious interior work, and I need to try to listen 

once again to the gospel and the call of Jesus.  Discerning who I am in relation to 

Jesus’ invitation to be his disciple and discerning what the commitment of my life 

honestly looks like are important things that all of us should probably take some time to 

reflect on.  The gospel readings for today are not a bad place to begin. 

The second thing that we need to do as we reflect on Christian discipleship and 

commitment is to think and to keep talking to one another about what kind of community 

of disciples, what kind of church, we want to be.  I would like to make a few suggestions 

about the kind of things we should be thinking and talking about, and here I am taking 

some clues from Pope Francis in his latest, and quite amazing, interview that was just 

published in the Jesuit magazine, America.  If you haven’t read it yet, you really should.  
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“Instead of being just a church that welcomes and receives by keeping the doors open,” 

he says, “let us try also to be a church that finds new roads, that is able to step outside 

itself and go to those who do not attend Mass, to those who have quit or are indifferent.”  

The Church, Pope Francis says, “is the home of all, not a small chapel that can hold 

only a small group of selected people”.  “We must not,” he says, “reduce the universal 

church to a nest protecting our mediocrity”. But for church to be big in heart, we also 

need to be able and ready to heal wounds and to warm the hearts of people.  We need 

to be like a “field hospital after battle”, to use the Pope’s image, ready and willing to 

receive into our midst all who suffer and are burdened and are hurting.  We need to be 

a community of disciples in which mercy shapes who we are, how we relate to one 

another, how we take responsibility for our neighbors, and how we walk with them like 

the good Samaritan. 

This means, then, that we can’t be locked up in small things, in “small-minded rules”, 

the Pope says.  We need to be a church where the “proclamation of the saving love of 

God” is the most important thing, a proclamation that comes before all “moral and 

religious imperatives”.  In other words, people, regardless of who they are or what they 

have done, need to know that they are loved and desired by God, that they are, in the 

words of Rowan Williams, the previous Archbishop of Canterbury,  “an occasion of joy” 

for God, and for us.  This proclamation of the saving love of God, Pope Francis says, 

must come before any and all moral consequences.  The problem is, he says, that too 

often the opposite order happens in our churches.  In other words, we set down moral 

requirements first, as if that were the gospel, and people then often feel rejected and 

condemned, and end up being unable to even hear the Good News.  We need to focus 
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on the “essential things”, the “necessary things”, the Pope says, those things that 

fascinate and attract and make the heart burn, like it did for the disciples at Emmaus. 

And so we need to accept that our life as disciples of Jesus is an adventure in the quest 

for meeting God.  Tradition and the memory of the past, the Pope says, are good 

things- they help us to have the courage to open up new areas to God.  But those 

people who always look for disciplinarian solutions to problems, or who long for an 

exaggerated doctrinal security, or who stubbornly try to recover a past that no longer 

exists- they are the ones, he says, who have a static and inwardly-directed view of 

things and they turn faith into an ideology, one ideology among many others. 

There is a dogmatic certainty the Pope says that he has, one, I think, that should also 

shapes our own community, our own sense of discipleship and our own participation in 

church.  It is the certainty that God is in every person’s life.  God is in everyone’s life, 

regardless of who he or she is and regardless of what they have done or not done.  To 

become, and to become known as, a community of Jesus’ disciples who are ready and 

willing to seek God in every human life, regardless of whatever thorns and weeds there 

may be, and to seek the space where the good seed can grow in everyone we meet, 

means that we take seriously the love of God that has been shown to us in Jesus.  

As we continue to reflect on what discipleship and commitment and participation in our 

Christian community concretely look like for us, I would ask you to keep on thinking and 

asking and talking about what kind of community of disciples of Jesus we are called to 

be.  And I would suggest that Pope Francis’ words are like a springtime after a rather 
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long,chilly winter, and they can help us a great deal to move into the future in our own 

journey of faith. 


