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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
2nd Sunday after the Holy Cross 2013 

My homily today is in response to a request from our Archbishop Samuel.  He has 

asked all priests to speak from the ambo about the 40 Days for Life Fall campaign that 

began on the 25th of September.  The 40 Days of Life campaign is an ecumenical effort 

to promote a culture of life in this country and to remind us that every human being is 

created by God in God’s wisdom and has a value and dignity that cannot rightly be 

thrown away or ignored.   

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade and so has a particular 

poignancy as a time of prayer dedicated to ending abortion and protecting the most 

vulnerable, the Archbishop has said.  He has encouraged all of us to make the effort to 

pray in our homes, in our parish, and if possible outside abortion facilities and to make 

sacrifices for the cause of life during the 40 Days of Life campaign. 

Having now communicated the Archbishop’s request to you, I would like to reflect for a 

little on how we might approach this issue in a way that is faithful to the Church’s 

intention and in a spirit appropriate to the Gospel.  The first thing that I would like to say, 

and to say it as clearly as I can, is that I believe that abortion is certainly and always a 

tragedy.  It is never a good thing.  It is not a moral good.  Apart from the developing 

human life that is no more, there is often remorse, guilt and damaged relationships that 

arise in the aftermath of abortion. Regardless of how we think about the political and 

legal dimensions of the abortion debate, as Christians we are called to see it for what it 

is within the context of our fundamental understanding of the meaning and value of all 
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human life as a gift of the Trinitarian God, who is the “Giver of life” and whose deep and 

abiding desire is for the flourishing of all humanity. 

Because of the profound tragedy inherent in the abortion issue, it calls for the concern 

of the entire Christian community.  It is vital, it is crucial, that at the very outset of our 

thinking and speaking and acting as Christians, we are motivated and shaped by two 

things: First, we are motivated and shaped by love and compassion for all concerned- 

for the mothers who find themselves in a place where they can contemplate ending the 

life that is within them, for the fathers who might all too easily look on that life as an 

inconvenience, for the doctors and workers who carry out the procedures, for everybody 

involved.  Far too often all of these people have heard our moralistic tones and have felt 

the heat of our anger rather than meeting in us the face of compassion and mercy and 

the tears of God. 

The second thing that is crucial is that we begin with a clear and real sense that we too 

are sinners.  I was deeply touched by Pope Francis’ acknowledgement of this very fact 

at the beginning of his recent interview in America magazine.  “I am a sinner whom the 

Lord has looked upon”, he said.  This is the attitude that we Christians must have when 

we approach such a deep and sensitive issue as abortion.  I am a sinner, and I, no less 

than that mother and that father and those doctors, stand in need of God’s infinite mercy 

and patience and forgiveness.  Only when we are able to convey this attitude with 

authenticity do I think that people will be able to hear what we say as a genuine concern 

for human life and for protecting the weak and the vulnerable, and not simply as 

moralistic hectoring on our part.  Remember what Pope Francis told us- We are always 
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to be ministers of mercy, and our first and fundamental message is always “Jesus Christ 

has saved you.  God loves you”.   

Only when people, especially struggling, hurting, wounded people, have come to accept 

and actually believe that will they will able to hear and see and understand the moral 

consequences that flow from that love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ. We 

Christians are called upon not only to speak about God’s love in words, but to embody 

the message in the way we act and deal with those whom we see as doing what is 

wrong. “The proclamation of the saving love of God comes before moral and religious 

imperatives”, Pope Francis says, and that applies to those involved in abortion as much 

as to anything else. 

One of the great tragedies of our time is that people all too frequently see the Church 

and us Christians as turning our backs on them once we have judged them wrong or 

sinful or unrighteous, especially with something so divisive and so tragic as abortion.  

But that musn’t be our face, because it is not the face of Jesus.  “You have to heal the 

wounds.  Then we can talk about everything else”, the Pope has said.  “Heal the 

wounds, heal the wounds. . . And you have to start from the ground up.”  We are called 

to be a people who accompany others like the Good Samaritan, who wash, clean and 

raise up the neighbor.  We must be ministers of the Gospel who are ready and willing to 

walk with people through the dark night with them, who know how to dialogue,  and who 

are ready to descend into the “people’s night, into the darkness” but without ourselves 

getting lost, Pope Francis counsels.  In life, God accompanies persons, he says, and we 

also must accompany them and accompany them with mercy.  The spiritual work of 

accompanying another person, even into the darkness, so that he or she can eventually 
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find healing and wholeness, is the very heart of the Church’s mission, because it is what 

God has done for all of us in Jesus Christ. 

The last thing I would like to say as we take seriously the 40 Days of Life Fall campaign 

as expressing our Christian commitment to promoting a culture of life is what Pope 

Francis has already said: “We cannot insist only on issues related to abortion, gay 

marriage and the use of contraceptive methods.  This is not possible.” When we talk 

about something like abortion, we can’t simply talk about it in the abstract as a single, 

separate ethical issue. We need to talk about it, as the Pope says, “in a context”, and 

the context of “life coming into being”, I would suggest, is always “what happens to that 

life once it is born”.   If we are to take seriously our commitment to life and to protecting 

the weak and the vulnerable in our society, which as Christians we must, then we must 

also have an equally strong commitment to allowing and supporting the life that comes 

into existence to flourish.  God wants and desires the flourishing  of human life, not 

simply its existence, and this has tremendous implications for all kinds of things in 

society.   

There is a direct correlation between the abortion rate in this country and economic 

hardship.   One of the main reasons women seek abortions is monetary: 45% are on 

some form of public assistance and two-thirds have incomes below the Federal poverty 

line.  This means that we can’t simply wear a “pro-life” badge, walk past those in 

economic need, and then think that we are morally on the right side of things with 

regard to abortion. The gospel reading about Lazarus and the rich man (that we heard 

this morning) was about just that.  The rich man might well have obeyed all the moral 

commandments, but in ignoring and walking past Lazarus every day he had failed in the 
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most basic law, which is the law of love.  Good Pope Francis has already spoken deeply 

and profoundly about our Christian responsibility to create a just society in which the 

common good is served and the life of all is allowed to flourish.   

But we increasingly find the inequalities of previous times re-emerging.  “While the 

income of a minority is increasing exponentially”, the Pope said, “that of the majority is 

crumbling. This imbalance results from ideologies which uphold the absolute autonomy 

of markets and financial speculation. . .  A new, invisible and at times virtual tyranny is 

established, one which unilaterally and irremediably imposes its own laws and rules.” "If 

investments in banks fall, it is a tragedy and people say 'what are we going to do?' but if 

people die of hunger, have nothing to eat or suffer from poor health, that's nothing. This 

is our crisis today. A Church that is poor and for the poor has to fight this mentality," the 

Pope argues. "We cannot become starched Christians, too polite, who speak of 

theology calmly over tea. We have to become courageous Christians and seek out 

those (who need help most)," he said.   

This, I would suggest, is the context in which we need to put the abortion issue and 

what we concretely do with it.  Our concern for how we treat the pre-born is part of our 

concern for creating a world in which all human beings are treated with mercy and 

compassion and justice and kindness and given the opportunity to flourish.   

Perhaps there are no better words to conclude a homily on abortion in context with the 

words Pope Francis used in his homily at Mass at Lampedusa after the tragedy of the 

immigrants who died at sea in boats they had hope would be their passage to a better 

country.  The Pope’s words speak of the sin of our indifference and calls us to 
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remember who we are as God’s people: “We are a society which has forgotten how to 

weep, how to experience compassion – "suffering with" others: the globalization of 

indifference has taken from us the ability to weep! In the Gospel we have heard the 

crying, the wailing, the great lamentation: "Rachel weeps for her children… because 

they are no more". Herod sowed death to protect his own comfort, his own soap bubble. 

And so it continues… Let us ask the Lord to remove the part of Herod that lurks in our 

hearts; let us ask the Lord for the grace to weep over our indifference, to weep over the 

cruelty of our world, of our own hearts, and of all those who in anonymity make social 

and economic decisions which open the door to tragic situations like this. "Has any one 

wept?" Today has anyone wept in our world?” 


