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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 2013 

“Jesus told his disciples a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without 

becoming weary”.  My guess is that most of us at times complain about getting tired 

from say work,  or from school, or from taking care of tiny children, or from everyday-

busyness, but very, very few of us pray enough that “weariness” even remotely enters 

the picture.  Praying is something that probably doesn’t land very high on the agenda of 

most Christians, apart from those exceptional few people who have indeed discovered, 

as the Jewish philosopher, Abraham Heschel, said, “To live without prayer is to live 

without God”.  And yet here we have Jesus talking about the necessity of praying 

fervently, courageously, with tenacity. “Will not God”, Jesus asks, “secure the rights of 

his chosen ones who call out to him day and night”?  Again, my guess is that at some 

level, many of us, or maybe most of us, would, if we are honest, answer that question of 

Jesus in the negative- “No, God won’t secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out 

to him day and night”- and that’s the reason praying with real effort can seem somewhat 

pointless to us. 

The funny or odd or tragic thing with all of this is that the Sacred Scriptures are jammed 

packed with examples of, calls for, and promises associated with prayer, and prayer 

seems to be one of those essential indicators of our connection with the Transcendent 

Other.  Did God call us to preach without ceasing?  Or to teach without ceasing? Or to 

have committee meetings without ceasing? Or to sing without ceasing?  No, but his 

apostle did call us to pray without ceasing. 
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You know, Paul’s letters contain more requests for prayer than they do appeals for 

money, or possessions or comforts or anything else.  And Jesus. . . well, according to 

the gospels, he wakes early to pray, he dismisses people with prayer, he ascends a 

mountain to pray, he crafts a model prayer to teach his disciples how to pray, he 

cleanses a Temple so that it can be a house of prayer for everybody, he goes into a 

Garden as he begins the three most important days there have ever been in order to 

pray so hard that sweat like drops of blood run down his face.  Jesus immersed his 

words and his actions in prayer, and powerful things happened.  Maybe powerful things 

can still happen if we do the same. 

Those of us who see ourselves as “Christian progressives” in some sense- well, let’s be 

honest- we can be the worst of a bad lot.  We can so divide and separate our concern 

for social justice from other parts of our lives as Christians that we forget that the 

cultivation of an interior life and a real personal relationship with God is part of what 

makes up a healthy spirituality.  Gustavo Gutierrez, the father of Liberation Theology, 

has been very clear that we need to feed our souls in three ways: 1) through prayer- 

both private and communal, 2) through the practice of justice, and 3) through having 

things in our lives like friendships, wine-drinking, creativity and healthy leisure that help 

keep our souls mellow and grateful and unlike the pinched, mean-spirited elder brother 

in the parable of the Prodigal Son.  Prayerful, justice-concerned, mellow Christians is 

Gutierrez’ idea of what  healthy spiritual life looks like, and I really think there is 

something important to his trinity of practices as the means for creating genuine 

holiness.   
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But getting back to the prayer piece of it, one of our problems, according to Pope 

Francis, is that often we go to the Lord to ask for something, even something for 

someone else, we put in our request, ask for the favor, and then we quickly turn and go 

away-  “oh well, that didn’t work”.  That’s not prayer, the Pope says.  We need to have 

courage.  We need to have tenacity.  We need to struggle with God, even negotiate with 

God, as St. Theresa put it. And we can act this way, we act entirely inappropriately with 

God, the Lord of heaven and earth before whom we should stand with fear and 

trembling, because we have a relationship with God, because we come before God as 

sons and daughter whom God loves, and because there is a “familiarity with the Lord”, 

the Pope says. 

It does, of course, make a huge difference how we pray if we view God as some kind of 

Super-Being somewhere else in the universe or whether we view God, as the old 

Baltimore Catechism put it, “everywhere”.  For many people, prayer is the attempt to 

contact an “elsewhere God”, but prayer changes dramatically if we shift our attention to 

an “everywhere God”, a Presence, whom the apostle tells us, “in whom we live and 

move and have our being”. If God is a Presence everywhere active in an evolutionary 

and unfolding universe, a presence alive in every particle of the billions of galaxies 

beyond us and in the grass or pavement under our feet, then praying is certainly not us 

telling a God who is someplace else what is going on here and then asking, petitioning, 

this elsewhere God to intervene.  Prayer to an “everywhere God” is about raising our 

minds and hearts to the God who is present with us in the depths of our being and 

present everywhere in the expansiveness of this universe, and yet who is other and 

beyond everything there is.  And if the words and experience of Jesus are true, we can 
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know that when we raise our minds and hearts in prayer to this Presence in and among 

us- when, as Abraham Heschel says, we “enter and face the presence of God”- 

extraordinary things can happen.   

How they happen is quite a mystery to us, but love expressed here can have an effect 

over there.  In our contemporary world of quantum physics, which also reveals a much 

odder, more mysterious universe than we had previously suspected, this is really not all 

that unusual- something here can have an effect over there.  In ways we do not yet 

understand, all of reality is connected even across enormous distances.  That, it seems 

to me is one of the great gifts of contemporary science to religion.  And so when we 

pray, we are tapping into this connectedness and we are creating ripples, so to speak, 

such that this universe is affected by what we say and do.  Love here can have an effect 

over there. 

If the Spirit of God is actually at work in this universe and is at work in and among us, 

that same Spirit of God, as the writer to the Ephesians puts it, “can do infinitely more 

that we can either ask or imagine.”  That’s what Jesus was asking us to trust in when he 

urged us to turn to God and to pray without becoming weary.  He was asking us to take 

God seriously, to take the interconnectedness of things “in the Spirit” seriously.  He 

knew, of course, that we don’t always see the effects of what we ask for and so we have 

trouble grasping the value and importance of what we’re doing when we pray- that’s 

probably why he ended his plea with the words, “But when the Son of Man comes, will 

he find faith on earth?”.  But he also knew that the Other other, the Presence, is here 

with us and among us working and connecting and joining the world together in ways 

we can only begin to imagine, and he wanted us to trust that and to join in that work. 
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If we take prayer in this sense seriously, it certainly does not cut us off from the world 

and enclose us in some kind of pious religious bubble.  It does not close our hearts and 

minds to the suffering in our world or to the social evils of our times.  That’s why 

Gustavo Gutierrez, the great Liberation theologian, can direct us to prayer as an 

essential part of our lives.  He, perhaps more than many others, saw clearly that when 

we ask God, plead with God, struggle with God, yell at God, grapple with God, our very 

prayers challenge us to give expression to God’s presence in our world and in our own 

lives.  What we pray for and how we pray shapes how we understand our own place in 

this world and what our own mission is.   

The invitation and call for us, in the words of Gutierrez, to be a prayerful, justice-

conscious, mellow people, is not a call to some kind of stagnant nostalgia or romantic 

restorationism in which everybody kneels piously with eyes tightly shut and hands 

folded in that Frankish posture of submission.  To become a prayerful people is enter 

and to “face the Presence”, and to allow this Presence to shatter our sense of 

discouragement, our sense of weakness, our sense of disorientation, so that we can 

see the new possibilities that are opening up “in the Spirit” toward the future.  To 

become a prayerful people is to accept that we are suspended in constant tension 

between what is finished and what is just beginning.  For persons of prayer, as Pope 

Francis puts it, “something is always ending and something else is always commencing. 

. . nothing ever stands still”. 

Sources 

 “Pope Francis on Prayer: Stop and Ask for Direction”, http://www.uscatholic.org 

http://www.uscatholic.org/


6  

 

 “Pope Francis: Prayer Requires Courage, Tenacity”, Vatican Radio 7/1/3013 
1:57:22 PM 
 

 Max Lucado, Outlive Your Life (2010) 

 Ronald Rolheiser, The Holy Longing (1999) 

 Michael Morwood, Praying a New Story (2012) 


