
1  

 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time/ 22nd 
Sunday after Pentecost 2012 

GOSPEL MK 10:46-52; Luke 8:26-39 

Today we heard a gospel reading about Jesus healing a blind man, Bartimaeus, who sat by the 

roadside begging, and who when he heard that Jesus was passing by, he yelled out to him, 

“Jesus, son of David, have pity on me!”, hoping against hope that this rabbi might be able to help 

him in some way [Jesus curing a man so out of his mind and inwardly divided- he called himself 

“legion”- that he lived out in the local cemetery and ran around naked].  Healings by Jesus are a 

central part of the how the gospel writers describe Jesus’ work and meaning, and so we are 

accustomed to hearing about them- about the blind and the lame and the deaf and the demoniacs 

being cured.  But this picture of Jesus hardly fits into the world that we know by experience or 

how we imagine it to operate.    We simply don’t live in a world where the blind see again and 

where crazy people are cured instantaneously.  We don’t live in that kind of world, and these 

stories of Jesus are so old and so familiar that the wonder that they were intended to elicit simply 

goes over our heads, and we’re left scratching our heads and pondering what we should make of 

them. 

To understand their meaning and significance, we need to go back to the beginning of Luke’s 

gospel just after Jesus came back out of the desert where he was tempted by the evil one.  Luke 

tells us that on a Sabbath Jesus went to Nazareth where he had been brought up, back to his 

home town, and he went to synagogue as was usual- Jesus was a pious Jew shaped by the 

customs and traditions of the Judaism of his day.  There he was given the role of lector, reader, 

for the day.  He stood up, and he was given the scroll of the prophet Isaiah to read.  He unrolled 
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the scroll until he came to the text from the beginning of the 61
st
 chapter of the prophet Isaiah.  

And then he read:  “The Spirit of Adonai [that’s the Hebrew circumlocution used by pious Jews 

to avoid saying the proper name of  God- “Yahweh”).   “The Spirit of Adonai is upon me; 

therefore he has anointed me to announce Good News to the poor; he has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the imprisoned and renewed sight for the blind, to release those who have been 

crushed, to proclaim a year of the favor of Adonai.”    Then he closed the scroll, returned it to the 

attendant and sat down.  Everybody in the synagogue was staring at him to see what he was 

going to say or do.  Reports, Luke tells us, had begun spreading throughout the countryside, 

because this hometown boy had begun teaching in the neighboring synagogues and making a 

name for himself.  So, what would he say now that he was home? 

“Today”,  Jesus said, “as you heard it read, this passage of the Tanakh [that’s the name in 

Judaism for the Hebrew Bible]  ‘Today as you heard it read this passage of the Tanakh was 

fulfilled.”  Wow!  A really, really big claim is being made here.  Jesus is saying that Isaiah’s 

vision of hope for a new kind of world, a new kind of community, was actually happening, and it 

was happening right now!  In a real way, the entire work and ministry of Jesus is summed up and 

embodied in these words from Isaiah about good news being proclaimed to the poor, about 

freedom being proclaimed to prisoners, about the blind being healed, about the crushed being 

liberated.  He- Jesus- was announcing and instigating and proclaiming, “the year of the favor of 

Adonai”.   

This was a dramatic announcement that the time had come for the reorganization of public life 

according to the will of the Lord.  Most scholars agree that this phrase,  “the year of the favor of 

Adonai”  is referring to the practice of what was called a “jubilee year”, every fiftieth year, in the 
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book of Leviticus, when all properties lost in economic transactions would be restored to their 

owners, when cheating one another was supposed to stop, when people went back home to their 

families and to their family land, when slaves and their families would be released and given 

their freedom.  It was a time, in other words when justice and restitution, in various ways, would 

be concretely enacted so that a stable, functioning community life could be restored.  It was a 

time that would reflect and embody, if only partially, the great vocation given by God to the 

Jewish community- to bring shalom into the world, to heal and to mend what is broken, to 

restore justice and harmony to human relations, to allow mercy and peace to triumph over 

bitterness and self-interest.  The jubilee year, with its recalibration of social and economic 

relations, embodied a vision of human community radically different from the vision and policies 

of those who subscribe to an Ayn Rand philosophy of life. 

And Jesus was now making the amazing claim that he was the one authorized and energized 

right now, right now in the hearing of the people in that little synagogue in Nazareth, to do this 

deeply transformative work of Yahweh within the community of Yahweh’s people- “Today, as 

you heard it read, this passage of the Tanakh was fulfilled!” he told the people.  And Jesus was 

making the claim that it was Yahweh, the Lord Almighty, who was behind all this.  By quoting 

Isaiah’s words, “The Spirit of Adonai is upon me” who has “anointed me”, Jesus was claiming 

for himself and for his work God’s authorization: God’s Spirit, God’s authorizing force that has 

the capacity to work a radical newness in this world, the same Spirit who blew back the power of 

chaos at the beginning of creation and who blew back the waters of the Exodus when Israel 

experienced liberation from the Egyptian oppressors.   
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This same Spirit  was now blowing on and in and through Jesus so that he could be the agent of 

God’s new transforming power in Israel and in the world.  And every time that Jesus then healed 

a blind person, or released someone who had been crushed by destructive forces, by demons, that 

held him captive, that was the sign that the “year of the favor of Adonai”, that God’s shalom, 

was breaking in, that a jubilee year of justice and restored relationships and hope was happening. 

Now what does any to this have to do with us?  It either has nothing to do with us, or it has 

everything to do with us!   And since we are all gathered here this morning as Jesus’ church, I’ll 

take it that we agree that it has everything to do with us! It tells us what our own mission is as 

disciples of Jesus.  If Jesus was the agent of God’s deeply transformative work in Israel in the 

first century, then we, as Jesus’ friends, his disciples, his body, his community, have also been 

given the vocation to be agents of God’s deeply transformative work in our own time and place.  

If we are “in Christ”, if we have “put on Christ”, as we said/sung last Sunday when we 

celebrated the great mystery of Baptism, then our God-given and God-empowered  task is to 

replicate in our own circumstances Jesus’ work of  jubilee- announcing Good News to the poor, 

proclaiming freedom for the imprisoned and renewed sight for the blind, releasing those who 

have been crushed and enabling them to live again,  proclaiming a year of the favor of Adonai”, 

a year of justice and righteousness and hope.   

If you don’t feel that you signed up for that when you became a Christian, or if you don’t feel 

that that’s what you want to do, or if you don’t feel that you are good enough or strong enough or 

smart enough, or whatever, or if you would rather just sit back, receive the sacraments and wait 

for somebody else to do this work, then the only thing I can say to you is “tough!”  For those 

who have been baptized into Christ, that is not an option.  Ultimately, each one of us is either on 
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the side of God’s shalom, of his reign of justice and mercy and compassion and hope, or we are 

against it.  There is no “in-between” position. 

Our job as Jesus’ people is to allow the radical energy of Jesus to seep into our lives so that we 

can join with him in an alternative community, having an alternative consciousness, having an 

alternative story-a story about a God-man dying on a cross and crazy words about resurrection 

from the dead which call us to a new vision of life, a new understanding of neighborly justice, a 

new commitment to the good of all, a new journey of mercy, compassion and opened arms to  

those around us, a new concern for the vulnerable, the marginalized, the poor, the sick, the need, 

and those who have lost hope in God and in life.   

We, along with Jesus, have also been anointed, chrismated, by God so that we are now “Christs” 

in this world- that’s the radical understanding that the Fathers of the Church taught us.  As Jesus’ 

disciples we have been called to be announcers and livers of God’s new and radical and 

transformative reign, so that good news can in our own age still being proclaimed to the poor, so 

that freedom can still being announced to those imprisoned, so that the broken can still be healed, 

so that those who have been crushed by this world can still be released from their chains.   The 

challenge placed in front of us is to see- to see  what this concretely looks like in our own time 

and our own circumstances and then to commit ourselves- to commit our hearts and our minds 

and our hands- to the work of God’s kingdom one step at a time. 

 

 


