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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 2013 

Today on this 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, which is anything but ordinary, we are still in 

the afterglow of the celebration of the Lord’s baptism in the Jordan when the heavens 

were ripped open, the Spirit of God came down on Jesus, and a voice declared him to 

be God’s beloved son.  Today we are being reminded of what all of this meant for 

Jesus- where it led him in his work- and what it means for us to be baptized and 

declared to be God’s beloved sons and daughters.   

Luke tells us that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about 

him spread throughout the region.  Already, he must have been up to something that 

was catching the attention of people.  And then he did a most remarkable and quite 

dangerous thing- he went home to Nazareth where he had grown up, went to 

synagogue as was his custom, was invited to be the lector for day, and read a text from 

the prophet Isaiah that became a declaration of his mission, of what he was about: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me  
to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 

Jesus was announcing loud and clear that when the Spirit of God comes things happen: 

the poor have good news told to them, captives receive a message of liberation, people 

who can’t see things begin to see again, those who are oppressed are set free, and a 

new time, a new year, one acceptable to God, begins.  When he read that text from 

Isaiah- and he must have read it with some  real energy, with some real humph, 
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because the people in this little backwater village were mesmerized; they were waiting 

to see what this home-town boy was going to do or say next?  Every eye in the 

synagogue was fixed on him.  And then he said what only some kind of prophet or crazy 

person would dare to say-  “It’s happening now, right now.  This scripture is being 

fulfilled in your hearing!- the Spirit of God is upon me, and God is now up to something 

new right in front of you.”  And at first, everyone, Luke tells us, was raving about Jesus.  

They were so impressed by his words that they could hardly believe that this was 

“Joseph’s son”.  When he began to suggest, however, that prophets rarely are accepted 

by their own people and so need to go out of bounds to people on the outside, the 

amazement of the people turned very quickly to anger, so much anger that they 

dragged Jesus out of the synagogue and tried to toss him over the cliff.  But, Luke tells 

us rather enigmatically, Jesus “passed through the crowd and went on his way.”   

So what does this tell us about what happens when the Spirit really comes into our 

lives?  Well, we might be able to do some pretty neat things that people sometimes like, 

and we might also do some things that get us into lots of trouble.  The Spirit of God 

brings glad tidings, sets people free, and enables people to see things that they could 

never see before and at the same time this Spirit can be downright dangerous and 

disruptive.  When God acts, when the Spirit anoints, our comfortable world can be 

pulled apart so that God can put it back together again in a new way.   This Spirit who 

came down on Jesus in the Jordan River was the very same Spirit who in the beginning 

of creation, as the book of Genesis tells us, “swept over the face of the waters”, or in a 

more contemporary idiom, “the Mother of all storms who stirred up the surface of the 
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deep”.  The Spirit of God is always the “Mother of all storms”, and already on Jesus’ first 

day back home, this Spirit began to stir things up. 

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that we heard as the second reading, he reminds us 

that Christians are people who have been baptized into one body, one community, by 

that same Spirit that was in Jesus.  All of us have been given to drink, he says, of this 

Spirit.  This meant for Paul that the age-old seemingly-permanent divisions between 

Jews and Greeks, between slaves and free people were being overcome.  In fact, they 

were already overcome potentially in Christ.  It would take us centuries, however, for 

this overcoming of divisions in Christ to be realized concretely, but where the Spirit is 

stirring things up, life can be turned upside down.  It’s when we put on the brakes and 

want things to stay the same, stay familiar,  largely because we’re afraid,  that the Spirit 

has to work overtime.  

The unmistakable sign of people having drunk their full of the Spirit of Jesus is always 

freedom and always love  As St. Paul wrote to the Church in Rome, “Where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom”, and to the Church in Corinth, “and now faith, hope and 

love abide. . . and the greatest of these is love. .. love never ends”.   A life truly lived 

freely and with love is what brings us most certainly into the presence of the life of the 

age to come.   

I think one of the great tragedies of our contemporary Church life is that we too often 

trust in the past rather than trusting in the future where God is pulling us, we too often 

trust in laws rather than in the freedom that the gospel brings, we too often trust in 

structures and institutions rather than in the experience that we all have been baptized 
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by the Spirit  of Jesus into one body and we all have been given to drink of this one 

Spirit. 

In that great Sequence Hymn that we sing at Pentecost we ask the Holy Spirit to come 

to us once again and to work mightily in God’s Church for change: 

 To wash what is stained and so to expose the self-satisfaction of the churches 

 To heal what is wounded- and here we need the Spirit’s energy to help those 

who have been hurt by our institutitions, especially those who have been treated 

unjustly and unfairly 

 To water what is barren, to enliven especially those who have become resigned 

in the Church and those who have been marginalized, so that they can live with 

hope once again 

 To bend what has become rigid- to break our obstinacy when we want everything 

to remain just as it is.  We need God’s Spirit in order to shake all the false 

securities that we put our trust in 

 To warm what has become cold – to drive out all our fears and anxieties, our 

prejudices and restrictions and to open our hearts to the love of God that knows 

no bounds 

 To direct what is going astray and so to enable us to call what is error and 

injustice by its name and to work in the church and in society for truth and justice 

and peace. 

If we took seriously the deep and profound words that we say about God’s Spirit and 

what we ask that Spirit to do,  and if we were willing to learn to trust in the work of the 
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Spirit and to draw strength from that trust, the Church would be an entirely different kind 

of place.  The readings today invite us to think about what it means to be baptized by 

the Spirit of Jesus into the one Christian community, what it means for us to drink of that 

Spirit.  How can we make room for this Spirit in our own lives?- that’s the challenge.   

 

The Spirit of God is always stirring things up, just like on that first visit of Jesus back 

home to the synagogue, because the Spirit knows us better than we know ourselves.  

The Spirit knows our failings, our self-absorption, our petty self-confidence, our lack of 

real trust in God, our bigotries and our idolatries.  And so at times the Spirit picks up the 

wrecker’s bar and goes at it to break apart what needs to be broken apart in our lives 

and in the life of the Christian community.  And after the Spirit of Jesus has done the 

necessary work of destruction, She throws down the wrecking bar and looks around for 

hammers and saws.  She is always looking for people who are willing to build anew, to 

build better, to build with open doors and a vast welcome, and to raise up shelters 

where lives can flourish. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me  
to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 

 


