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Homily: 5th Sunday of Easter (Roman) 

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 

(Byzantine) 

 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God.  Believe also in me.” 

These are Jesus’ words in John’s gospel as He prepares to say good-bye for the last 

time to His closest disciples.  He will no longer be with them in the manner they have 

known Him up until then.   

“I have to go now”, He tells them.  “You still have a journey to take, but don’t worry, you 

know the way”.   

Then Thomas, who acts as a foil in the drama, says, “But, Master, we don’t know where 

you are going, so we don’t the way.   

This then leads into one of the most famous sayings in John’s gospel- Jesus replies, 

“Thomas,   I am the Way.  I am the Truth.  I am the Life.”  Everything that the evangelist 

John has been trying to say about Jesus in his gospel is compacted into these three 

words-  Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   

These were words intended to be for the consolation and solace of the disciples.  But 

unfortunately, we can hear them today in another way.  We can hear them as words of 

exclusion and limitation, words that we can use as a club against those outside the 

Christian community.  But this is hardly the way Jesus intended them to be heard.  In 

identifying Himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life, He was offering to His friends, 



2  

 

His disciples, a path through the sadness and the pain that would be inevitable once He 

left them, once they could no longer see and touch and talk to Him. 

By putting together “Way” and “Truth” and “Life”, and then identifying all three of these 

with Himself , Jesus radically altered the manner in which He wants us- His disciples-  

to think about things.   The journey, the way, to which Jesus calls us comes with no 

directions and no maps other than Himself.  The truth is no longer simply about 

believing a set of propositions, however factual they may; it’s about throwing our hearts 

onto this man.   The life to which Jesus calls is not the holiness we have created in our 

own heads; but it looks a lot like His life- and that’s quite scary . 

When Jesus identified Himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life, He subverted and 

overturned almost all of our established and conventional ways of thinking about these 

things.  He said that if we want to find the way to journey, if we want to find truth, if we 

want to find life , we need to come to know Him, a person, not an idea, not a set of 

doctrines, not a moral code, not a religious institution or system.  We need to come 

know Him.  And coming to know a person is always dynamic, always fluid, always 

changing- not because that person changes, but because we do, because our 

perceptions change, our ideas about that person and all kinds of things change, and 

that is often what we do our utmost to stop from happening.   

If Jesus is the Way, it means that as His disciples we really are on a journey, a way of 

going through life shaped by Jesus and by everything that He did and said .  But as we 

walk this Way which is Christ, every step contains a degree of uncertainty, because 

we’re not always sure what this shaping looks like, and so every step also requires hope 
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and faith.  To walk the Jesus Way is all about being open to having our minds changed 

and our lives changed, so that we can find new meaning, new understanding, for our 

own lives in His words and in what He did.   This is harder to do than it sounds, because 

to be willing to be changed in this way is a real test as to whether our trust, our faith, is 

actually in Jesus the Messiah or whether it is in ourselves and our own ideas. 

If Jesus is the Truth, as we come to know Him we will come to an understanding of truth 

very different from what we are used to.  When Jesus said, “Believe in God.  Believe 

also in me”, He wasn’t inviting us to simply to believe a category of ideas about God and 

about Himself.  He was calling us to follow Him, to throw our lot in with the God of Israel 

and the Messiah whom he sent.  That’s what trusting in the truth of the gospel is about- 

throwing our lot in with this Rabbi from Nazareth, and trusting that His story of the 

Prodigal, and His Sermon on the Mount, and the forgiveness He showed to His enemies 

from the cross as He was tortured and murdered, that all of this discloses for us what 

God is really like, what the truth of God looks like. 

“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father”, Jesus says to Philip.  “So, how can you 

say, ‘Show us the Father’?  This is such a radical, almost incomprehensible idea- that if 

I want to know the truth of God, know what God is really like, I look at Jesus of 

Nazareth.  I look at a man:  

• Who was always in trouble with the power-brokers of his day,  

• Who told the religious leaders that they had misjudged almost everything,  

• Who broke down and broke through the boundary/identity-setting processes and 

disciplines of 1st-century Judaism,  

• Who “broke” Torah,  
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• Who would hang out and party with people on the margins,  

• Who would eat with the impure,  

• Who would talk to a morally-dubious, heretical Samaritan woman alone at a well 

[like we heard in today’s gospel reading],  

• Who would tell stories (parables) that turn the world upside down  

• Who cleaned out the Temple with a whip- that would probably constitute “assault” 

in our society.  

Mr. Rogers He was not! He was more like a feisty, in-your-face Marine captain who went to 

bat for all those people reckoned by the social, economic and religious establishment as 

expendable and "throw-aways".  “Whoever has seen me”, Jesus said, “has seen the 

Father.”  What He was saying by this is so utterly radical and almost incomprehensible: that 

in Him, the very GOD of Israel was sitting in the margins with the impure and Torah-

breakers, and confronting the religious establishment, and clearing the Temple, and dying 

on the cross.  

If Jesus is the Life- the life of my life, and the life of the world, then my idea of what holiness 

consists of may have to change.  It is a very human and very common idea, particularly 

among religious people, that God hates sin and therefore loves people who avoid sin and 

remain pure, sinless.  A holy person is a morally righteous person who obeys God’s law.  

This notion- a very human concept of holiness- is, in fact, close to that of the Pharisees, 

and quite different from that of Jesus.  The Pharisees believed that God must be like them- 

loving good people and rejecting bad people. But the kind of life and holiness that Jesus 

shows us is quite different from this.    
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What Jesus shows us is that God’s holiness is much more radical than what we thought.    

God is set apart and different from us- holy- in that what He values and sees to be good is 

very different from what we human beings generally value and see to be good.   

• God loves the unlovely and “is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked”.   

• He pays out the same to both those who have worked from the last hour and those 

who have worked from the first hour.  

• [Both those who have fasted and those who have not fasted are welcomed to the 

feast, the homily of St. John Chrysostom says on Easter night.]   

• You must forgive your brother or sister not seven times but seventy times seven! 

• “Father, forgive them, because they don’t know what they are doing.”   

These words of Jesus spoken from the Cross as He was being tortured and murdered 

fill out, so to speak, what He said and did during His ministry and what He meant when 

He identified Himself as “the Life. This is what divine life looks like.  And this is what 

Christian discipleship and Christian community look like- a place within us and among 

us where forgiveness and reconciliation and openness to both the good and the bad 

characterize our life.  This is real holiness. This is hard stuff! 

 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”.  “Whoever has seen me, has seen the Father.”   

These words of Jesus are not words for us to use as a hammer against those who do not 

yet know the Messiah.  They are words, however, that can change us and turn us upside 

down if we’ll let them. 


