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7th Sunday after Pentecost  

Matthew 9:27-35 (Gospel) 
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When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, 

"Son of David, have mercy on us!" 
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And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to 

them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 
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Then He touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith let it be to you." 
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And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, "See that no one 

knows it." 
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But when they had departed, they spread the news about Him in all that country. 
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As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed. 

3

3 

And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, 

saying, "It was never seen like this in Israel!" 
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But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons." 
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Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 

among the people.  

 

 

So, why in the world do the Pharisees react the way they do: "He casts out demons by 

the ruler of the demons."?  How is it possible for them to look at what Jesus has just done- 

healed two blind men and a mute, a person not capable of speaking, and describe these 

actions as indicating that Jesus is in league with the satan, the prince of darkness, the 

ruler of demons?  What’s going on here?  Anyone? 
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O.K.,  This story is bit like a modern spy thriller where they are working for, well, you’re 

not quite sure.  During the Cold War, this kind of fiction writing was very popular, partly, I 

suspect, because it did mimic real life.  There were lots of people who seemed to be 

working for one side, either the “good guys” (us) or the “bad guys” (the Soviets and their 

allies), and then it’s discovered, that they’re working for the opposite side.   

 

If any of you saw the movie Breach you’ll know what I’m talking about.  The main 

character, Robert Hanssen, a veteran FBI agent eventually convicted of selling 

intelligence information to the Soviets for years.  On the surface, he is the last person you 

would expect to be engaged in double-dealing.  He is patriotic, he is moralistic, and he is 

a conservative Catholic, in fact, a daily Mass attendant who was into the Latin Mass 

scene.  Yet he had been selling information to the Soviets for years.  It’s a true story.  

Hanssen is, I believe, in one of the federal prisons in Colorado.  The point about his life 

and his story, in fact the point most of those spy thrillers,  is the exciting and dangerous 

idea that things are not as they seem, people are not who they present themselves to be. 

 

Now move all of that back 2,000 years to 1st-century Judea, into the Jewish world of 

ancient Palestine.  Who is the enemy there? 

Rome? 

The Jewish aristocracy who seems to have gotten most of the wealth? 

Collaborators of one kind or another? 
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But who is the enemy behind all that?  The real enemy? 

Satan, the devil, the prince of darkness, or whatever you may want to call that enigmatic 

figure in Jewish religious thought- the dark power that is out to get us all, out to stop God’s 

work, out to prevent Israel from fulfilling her vocation. 

 

This is a short step from asking:  Well, who around here is secretly working for the evil 

one?  And Jesus’ opponents saw their chance.  Jesus Himself is, they say.  He is in 

league with the enemy.  He is throwing out demons, he shows that he has the power to 

tell demons what to do; they obey him.  This shows that he has control over them by  his 

union with the prince of demons.  In other words, Jesus is like Robert Hanssen.  He looks 

good from the outside, but he is really a spy, a collaborator with the evil one 

 

But why would Jesus’ opponents want to say such things?  What was at stake for them 

in making him seem bad?  In this case, it’s the Pharisees, the pious, Torah-committed 

Jews who are saying these things. 

 

Why? 

Their agenda is very different from that of Jesus.  Their understanding of the Kingdom 

and what that Kingdom looks like in the concrete is very different from His.  Jesus is at he 

margins.  He’s dealing with sick and possessed and crazy people.  And He brings to them 

a message of good news, an evangelion- a message of hope and joy similar to the 
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announcement of an imperial military victory.  And He brings healing and wholeness to 

the lives of people.  For Jesus, that’s what the Kingdom of God looks like. 

 

But the Pharisees aren’t particularly interested in these things.  They are far more 

interested in obedience to Torah, in  getting things back on track and ordered.  And Jesus, 

as far as they were concerned, is upstaging them, leading people astray, misjudging what 

God is really interested in. 

 

But this truant Jesus also has the power to heal and deliver people from the demonic in 

their lives.  And so his detractors are left with a stark choice: either Jesus is God’s chosen 

deliverer, or he is a spy, a double-dealer.  He has done a deal with Satan. 

 

In other words- and this, I think, is the crux of issue for them, and for us- when confronted 

with what is obviously good, am I willing to allow myself to be changed by that, am I willing 

to allow my own ideas to shift and be altered, or must I reject it- and then condemn it- so 

that I can keep my own agenda, my own ideas, my own goals and desire intact? 

 

That’s not an easy question, because there is nobody on the outside who can force my 

mind, force my perception of things.  But it does force me to ask myself how open I really 

am to seeing God at work in ways that I may not expect, how open I am to the God who 

always seems to be doing new and strange and unexpected things.  Or must God always 
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fit into my own perceptions, my own expectations, my own theology, my own way of 

seeing and understanding.   

 

If Jesus of Nazareth were to come into our midst today, fully incarnate within our context 

and time, would WE recognize Him?  Would we be able to discern the work of God in our 

midst?  Or would we utter a 21st-century equivalent of "He casts out demons by the ruler 

of the demons."? 


