
 Page 1 

Easter Vigil 2014 

Christ is risen!  At the heart of Christianity there is a story- a story about God’s 

creative and saving work.  From the beginning of the Church’s life, Christians 

have sought direction and guidance for our response to God from this story, and 

we have tried to live in ways that are consistent with the story.  Tonight we have 

heard that story in the words of sacred scripture, in the hymnody, and in the 

liturgical rites that we have celebrated. 

 

We entered the church in darkness, except for a single tall candle carried in 

procession ritually telling us that even when everything else in life might seem 

unclear or obscure or in blackness, there is always one light- the light of Christ- 

that continues to shine in the darkness and which the darkness cannot 

extinguish.  We heard sung a wonderful ancient hymn- the Exultet- which 

Christians have been singing on this night since the 4th century.  It reminded us 

of God’s deliverance of God’s people from sin and death in the great exodus of 

Christ, our Passover Lamb and celebrated the incredible work of God on this 

night centuries ago:  

 “This is the night when Christ broke the prison-bars of death and rose 

victorious form the underworld.”   

 “This is the night that with a pillar of fire banished the darkness of sin.”   

 “This is the night that even now, throughout the world, sets Christian 

believers apart from worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, leading them 

to grace and joining them to God’s holy ones.”   
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 “This is the night of which it is written: The night shall be as bright as day, 

dazzling is the night for me, and full of gladness.”   

Then we heard read the whole story of God’s great acts of creation and 

redemption as told through a whole series of readings from the sacred scriptures.  

In between the readings from the Hebrew scriptures and the Christian New 

Testament scriptures we sang the triumphant hymn of praise to the Trinitarian 

God- the Gloria- which we haven’t sung since the beginning of Lent.  In all of this 

we are reminded of how Jewish we Christians really are.  The heart of both 

Jewish and Christian worship is that we come together as the covenant 

community of God to pray and to celebrate by remembering what God has done 

for us.  We tell the story of God’s work.  We focus on the creating and saving 

work of the God of Israel, who now once more has broken open and broken into 

this world through Jesus the Messiah.   

 

This part of the liturgy is, I think, extremely important for us post-modern Western 

people who tend to want to focus on us, on ourselves, on what is important to us, 

on what we like and dislike.  But here as we sing the Exultet and the Gloria and 

as we listen to the great story of what God has done, our focus shifts away from 

us to who and what is Ultimate, to who and what is of final significance.  Our 

faith, our religious experience, our hope, our lives are a response to what God 

has done.   We are not the initiators of an encounter with God, with the Wholly 

Other, with the Ultimate.  We are simply the responders! – responders to the 
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Ultimate One who has been trying to break through to us ever since we human 

beings emerged out of the long opaqueness of our evolutionary past. 

 

On this night we celebrate this breaking in and this bursting forth of the Ultimate 

when in the wee hours of the night the thing that we are most afraid of, the thing 

that, perhaps more than anything else, unconsciously shapes the way we live- 

death- encounters the Deathless One and is undone.  Easter night is the pivot on 

which the Christian story hangs.  It is not only the vindication of Jesus.  It is also 

the vindication of God.  Easter night tells us that God did not abandon the one 

Man who had wholly trusted himself to God.  The taunt at the cross as Jesus is 

dying- “He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I 

am God’s Son” is, in a real sense heard and answered on this night.  The totally 

unexpected happens- there is an empty grave not only at the end of history, at 

the end of time, but right now in the midst of history, in the midst of time- 

something nobody was anticipating or looking for. 

 

This means that for us who have met and have perceived the Ultimate at work in 

the life and suffering and death of Jesus, his resurrection from the dead is not 

only a vindication of his life, but it is a weapon for the battle of life to be rightly 

fought.  The resurrection of Jesus is the divine shot that reignites a fiery 

engagement between the conflicting forces which claim lordship and sovereignty 

over all of creation and over your life and mine.  The stakes are nothing less than 

that of life itself or the complete and eternal loss of life. 
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That’s why since the earliest times in the life of the Church we have been 

baptizing people on this night.  Baptism is the place and the moment where and 

when the great, sweeping saga of creation and redemption that we remembered 

earlier on in the liturgy now concretely and immediately meets a human life.  It’s 

the place and the moment where and when a human being says, “yes, I want the 

story of my life to be joined to the story of God’s work that has pivoted in the 

death and resurrection of Jesus.  This great baptismal “yes”, which Greg will utter 

tonight, and which all of us will re-affirm, throws us ever more deeply into the 

thick of the battle of life.  It involves both a “yes” to God and to life and to 

goodness and it involves a “no” to everything that is not of God, everything that is 

contrary to life, everything that is counter to goodness: 

 Do you renounce sin, so as to live in the freedom of the children of God? 

 Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery oer 

you? 

 Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin? 

 Do you believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth? 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord? 

 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

These are questions that commit us to the baptismal battle of life in which we 

throw our personal lives, our personal stories, into the arms of the Trinitarian God 

and in which we renounce all that is not of God and all the powers of this world 

which corrupt and destroy life and the creatures of God.  These are words of the 
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covenant that God makes with us and we make with God, a covenant that will be 

renewed, reestablished, and reawakened every time we celebrate the Eucharistic 

Sacrifice and Meal. 

 

To be baptized on Easter night or to reaffirm the Baptismal covenant on Easter 

night means that we say “yes” to the disclosure of the Ultimate in Jesus of 

Nazareth, that we throw our lot in with him and with his People and that we say 

“no” to everything that is not in accord with the Kingdom of God.  It means that 

we are ready and willing to identify the presence of the influence of the evil one 

wherever we see it, that we are willing to name and battle the sick and selfish 

systems of the social and political order that depend on corruption and violence 

and economic injustice in order to maintain themselves, and that we are willing  

to fight against all those sinful desires inside of ourselves that draw us away from 

the love of God and the love of neighbor. 

 

To believe in the resurrection of Jesus means that we say “yes” to God’ story and 

that we say “yes” to our own lives being part of that story.   And what is more 

scandalous and more nonsensical than basing one’s entire faith and life on a 

man who died with seditious criminals on a Roman cross and believing that this 

man literally got up from the dead, has been vindicated by God, and will one day 

be disclosed in his glory in the Kingdom of God.  Augh. . . maybe its just the night 

air that makes us believe these things.  Or maybe, just maybe, the unbelievable 

has actually happened! 


