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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 2012 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 2012 

1 1 KGS 19:4-8; 2 EPH 4:30-5:2; JN 6:41-51/ 1 Corinthians 9:2-12; Matthew 

18:23-35 

 

When you are tired and worn out, when you think you can’t do “it” any more (whatever 

“it” may be), and when you think that life is no longer worth living and want to say with 

Elijah the prophet, “"This is enough, O LORD! Take my life, for I am no better than my 

fathers", then, at least according to some of the great spiritual teachers of the Church, is  

the greatest moment when God can sneak into our lives and say something new to us.  

Now, most of us probably never take too seriously our own words or thoughts about 

wanting things to end, although some very tragically do.  But our words can signal that 

frustration, exhaustion and confusion which most of us feel at some point in our lives.   

 

And then when we hear in church that we are to forgive our brothers and sisters from 

our hearts, and that we need to be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one 

another as God has forgiven us in Christ, we may just want to say, “you know what, that 

takes a whole bunch of energy and right now I just don’t have it, so I’m going to give this 

Christian thing a miss for the moment.”  In other words, I think that a common 

experience that we often have is just not knowing what to do with so much of what we 

hear in Church, especially when we feel tired or worn out or just having had enough.   

 

But that’s why some of the stories from the scriptures can be really useful, if we can 

actually allow ourselves to hear them- because scripture is filled with stories about 
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people just like you and me- people who had all kinds of faults and foibles and 

weaknesses and problems and failures, people who did not have sweet beatific smiles 

all the time, people who also got tired and worn out and frustrated just like us.   

 

St. Paul (or someone from the community of Paul) could write to the Ephesian 

Christians that “All bitterness, fury, anger, shouting, and reviling must be removed from 

you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one 

another as God has forgiven you in Christ.”   But Paul could also write about his 

opponents in the Church at Galatia who were promoting circumcision as necessary for 

Christians , “If only those who are making trouble for you would castrate themselves!” 

Ouch!    

 

The great spiritual and moral teacher Paul must have felt pretty frustrated and annoyed 

when he wrote those words.  Rather than finding that to be a problem- I do think that we 

need to get over a prissy approach to both scripture and the people we find in it-, Paul’s 

words of frustration can be a really healthy reminder to us that if God was working in the 

rough-and-tumble world of this first-century apostle, God might still be able to work in 

our own lives. 

 

I think that one of the biggest problems we have in the Church is that often we really 

don’t expect to hear anything from the scriptures that will make much of a difference to 

our lives.  Scripture has assumed such a state of almost irredeemable fixedness within 

our liturgical and ethical practice that either we approach it simply with bored 
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indifference and without anticipating that it can say anything that might actually do 

something to us or change us in some way, or we come with a kind of false piety which 

encourages us to treat scripture with such reverence and veneration that we’re too 

afraid to hear what it might actually be saying to us.   

 

In other words, in one way or another, we often come to Church not expecting to 

engage with something quite new and utterly unexpected that might open up a different 

world before our eyes. We have a kind of hearing problem even when things are going 

quite smoothly in life.  And then when stuff becomes difficult, we really don’t know how 

to listen to what God might be saying to us through these texts which are old and come 

from a world very different from our own, but which can also be a life-giving Word of 

God to us. 

 

To hear the scriptures for what they are, we need to be convinced of one thing- we need 

to be convinced that God is still interested in us.  That God still has something to say, 

still wants us to move, still wants us to change.  If we really believe what we say is true- 

that Jesus is a living reality and that the Spirit of God is the ever-present guide who 

leads us into new life- then we need to be ready to hear something new, something that 

might impinge our lives with new possibilities and fresh understandings of God. 

 

[Roman: And that, of course, is where the rubber hits the road, Can you imagine what it 

was like when Jesus told people that He was the bread of life?  That whoever believes 

in him would have eternal life?  Can you imagine how crazy that actually sounds?  And 
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how difficult it actually might be for people to hear words like that and take them 

seriously and not think that this guy is some kind of narcissistic crackpot?  Something 

inside of us would need to be open enough, imaginative enough, and risky enough to 

hear something like this in order to take it seriously,   

 

But we, often no less than first-century Covenant people, have often locked up the 

radical ideas of God - they are sacred words, sacred stories, sacred texts.  This pious 

sacralizing of what are truly radical and life-giving words allows us, then, to successfully 

keep them at arm’s-length where they won’t impinge on our lives or our thoughts too 

much.  But what might it mean if we actually heard these words and took seriously for 

our own lives that Jesus is really the living bread that has come down from heaven, and 

that if we eat this bread- and eating may mean far more that simply receiving the 

Eucharist with our mouths- that if we eat this bread, we will live forever?  How might all 

of that affect us. . . change us. . . challenge us. . . move us further along where God 

might be calling us?  What if we allowed ourselves to be troubled by the radical words of 

Jesus in John’s gospel?  What if we were willing to wrestle with God because what we 

hear Jesus saying is so problematic and troublesome and confusing to us? Then, at 

least, we might not approach scripture with bored indifference!] 

 

[Byzantine: And that, of course, is where the rubber hits the road.  Can you imagine 

what it was like when Jesus told that parable about the king and the servant who went 

to settle debts, and the king forgave the servant his debts, but the servant refused to 

forgive his fellow servant the debts he owed him?  And then Jesus concludes with, “And 



5  
 

so you need to forgive one another from the bottom of your hearts”!  You might hear 

that parable as a nice, but really irrelevant, lesson in moral theology that really can’t 

affect how we actually live life in the 21st century, or you might hear it as something that 

can change the entire way you approach life and relationships.  It all depends on what 

we’re ready to hear.  So, you might walk out of church untouched by that parable, or 

you might walk out disturbed and troubled by it because you don’t know how you’re 

going to live it out.  The second possibility is far, far better. 

 

But we, often no less than first-century Covenant people, have locked up the radical 

ideas that God’s prophets and God’s Son and God’s apostles spoke - they are sacred 

words, sacred stories, sacred texts.  This pious sacralizing of what are truly radical and 

life-giving words allows us, then, to successfully keep them at arm’s-length where they 

won’t impinge on our lives or our thoughts too much.  But what might it mean if we 

actually heard these words and took seriously for our own lives the kind of forgiveness 

that this parable of Jesus envisions?  What if we allowed ourselves to be bothered by 

this parable, were willing to fight with the parable?  What if we were willing to wrestle 

with God because what we hear God saying is so problematic and troublesome to us? 

Then, at least, we might not approach scripture with bored indifference!] 

 

When we’re tired in life, when we feel free enough to say, “You know what, I’m done; 

can’t do anymore”, we may have come to that point of honesty when God can break 

through, when, even though we have little left to say or do, God isn’t finished with us 

yet.  And maybe like the prophet Elijah we then need to lie down and rest a bit.  And 
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when we least expect it, we may awaken to find some bread and little water to sustain 

us on life’s journey.  Maybe, just maybe, if we are open to what God wants to do next in 

our lives, we can learn to receive the words of scripture and the breaking of the bread 

as something new, as something that might impinge our lives with new possibilities and 

fresh understandings of God.  And in our own lives, we may experience something not 

unlike what happened to Elijah: 

“. . . the angel of the LORD came back a second time, 

touched him, and ordered, 

"Get up and eat, else the journey will be too long for you!" 

He got up, ate, and drank; 

then strengthened by that food, 

he walked forty days and forty nights to the mountain of God, Horeb”. 

 
 

 

 


