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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectionary: 134 

 
We live at a moment in the life of the Church, it seems to me, that is pushing us toward 

a serious rethinking of what it means to be faithfully obedient to the Gospel.  What does 

it mean to be a disciple of Jesus, similar in at least some ways to those very first 

disciples who left their boats and fishing nets and followed Jesus around Galilee and 

Judea?  And what does this discipleship then look like in our personal lives and in our 

common life together as a Christian community, a discipleship which Jesus defined first 

of all as service to others- "If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the 

servant of all"?  How do we do this discipleship, service stuff, and do it with commitment 

and integrity and joy when there is so much else that seems regularly to get in the way 

and to distract us from this primary calling?   

 

There are parish budgets, archdiocesan assessments, seminary financial appeals, a 

building that must be attended to, and dozens of other things that need to be taken care 

of?  And then on top of all of that, we live at a time when religion has increasingly 

become consumerized; it has become a commodity that needs somehow to be sold.  

The consumer mentality regularly, subtly, and unconsicously influences, far more than 

we often think, how we approach both religion and life in the church.  And if Jesus really 

intended to create a new religion that would sell easily in the spiritual marketplace of 

both his own age and our age, he might have given us some better selling techniques- 

better than talking about taking up crosses, following him, giving up the scramble for 
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positions of power and prestige, and being of service to other people. That kind of talk 

just doesn’t sell very easily in a consumerist religious environment. 

 

But that’s what he told us- to follow him, to love God with everything we are and have, 

and to love one another like we love ourselves.  And maybe he did it that way because 

maybe Jesus never intended to create a new religion.  Maybe he intended something 

more fundamental, more basic, more radical.  Maybe Jesus intended something like a 

revolution, and he tried to get people on board for a change, a change not of religion, 

but a change that would involve all of life, because God’s new age was dawning, God’s 

kingdom was somehow already coming.   

 

When he called those first disciples, maybe he was inviting them into a new kind of 

community, a new community that was being summoned to act and to live in a new 

way, to engage in a new practice of social relationships marked by justice and mercy 

and peace, and that would touch all of life.  Maybe he was inviting them into a new 

vision of reality, which carries with it all sorts of new possibilities that the world thinks 

impossible, a vision of reality that is an oddity in the world, at odds with all the 

conventional arrangements of society.  And maybe that’s why the movement and 

community around Jesus evoked such hostility and resistance- precisely because his 

movement subverted all conventional practices and forms in the world.   

 

And maybe Jesus expected that all those committed to this new, revolutionary vision of 

things would be ready and willing to live out a new way of understanding themselves in 
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relation to both God and other people: “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last 

of all and the servant of all."  That way of thinking subverts all the normal ways we tend 

to think about human connectedness and social structures and power relationships. And 

Jesus has to talk about it because his first disciples just didn’t get how his message was 

turning everything upside down.  They were still thinking in terms of the old paradigm of 

power coming from the top down, and their concern was whether or not they were going 

to be at the top when Jesus’ new kingdom finally dawned.  

 

So Jesus has to keep reminding them that real power, real authority, works differently.  

When power has to do with God, it always is about service, it is always for the sake of 

the other.  And so to be Jesus’ disciple means to take this absolutely seriously and to be 

committed to this new paradigm of reality.  Every passionate revolutionary movement 

requires exacting discipline among its adherents.  They need to have single-minded 

devotion to the revolution; otherwise, the revolution has little chance of success.  Maybe 

when you and I were baptized, we were baptized precisely into this new vision of reality, 

this new revolutionary community of disciples committed to the kingdom of God and 

committed to a new way of understanding and living out our relationship to both God 

and other people.   

 

If any of this is true and is not just a bunch of theological nonsense, then “church” is 

intended to be a different kind of place.  Jesus did not intend it to be simply an institution 

that somehow satisfies what people call our “religious or spiritual needs”.  Jesus 

intended his “Church” to be a web of relationships where human beings can learn a 
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radical kind of revolutionary discipleship in which love of God and service to others are 

at the very heart of life.  That’s what following Jesus concretely looks like according to 

Jesus.  It’s when love of God and service to others trump every other dimension of our 

life together.  And if they don’t, then we become something other than what Jesus has 

called into being.  As a church we could become big, we could become wealthy, we 

could have the most beautiful and most correct liturgies, we could have fantastic 

programs of one kind or another, but if love of God and service to others are not at the 

heart of who we are and of our life together, then we have missed the boat in terms of 

being Jesus’ disciples. 

 

I don’t think any of this is easy.  I don’t think this is very natural for us.  And I don’t think 

this is conventional religion.  But I do think it is what Jesus is asking of his followers and 

I do think this is what our baptism calls us to- to a new and different kind of community 

in which every single participant in this liturgical assembly- every single person, not just 

the clergy, not just the religious, and not just some of the parishioners, but all of us- are 

called to single-minded love of God and single-minded service to one another. If we 

were to take seriously that discipleship which arises out of our baptism into Christ, then 

none of us here would be passive.  We would be able to turn the tables on that 

tendency towards religious consumerism which treats church as something people go to 

in order to satisfy their own religious needs or desires, but with little sense of 

commitment to either the community or the people in it.  We would be able to get past 

the statistics that tell us that in the average parish 30% of people give 90% of the 

money and do 90% of the work. 
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You know, if everybody who comes to St. Elizabeth’s were to take to heart Jesus’ call to 

discipleship and service, and then to act on it, I can almost guarantee you that we would 

have no financial problems, we would not have ministries that can’t be filled, we would 

be able to expand the work we do, and we would be able to “advance the revolution” 

that Jesus began.  Just take a moment sometime this morning and look at the people 

around you, and ask yourself: “How does my presence here serve them?” Don’t ask, 

“What can I get?” But ask, “How can I serve?” 

 

None of this can be coerced.  None of this can be forced.  It must arise out of hearts 

that have been touched by God, hearts that are committed to the revolutionary vision of 

God’s Kingdom in which what is normal in life has been turned on its head.  A radical 

commitment of service to one another is possible only when we understand that our true 

and real identity is to be found in this coming rule of God which Jesus both announced 

and lived.    

 

All that I can ask is that you think about this during the coming weeks and reflect on 

what work and which gifts in your life you may be able to offer for service to others in 

this place.  And maybe one of the best places to begin reflecting is with the second part 

of St. Francis of Assisi’s famous prayer: 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 


