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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday of 
the Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 

2012 

Heb 4:12-13; Gospel Mk 10:17-30; Luke 8: 5-15 
 

Today’s readings in both the Roman and Byzantine liturgies speak, in one way or 

another, about two things- 1) about the Word of God- God communicating in various 

ways his will and his desires for his people to his people- and 2) about wealth or riches. 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Roman:  We just heard today two very powerful claims being made:  

1) The first claim is that the word of God is living and effective, that it is sharper than 

any two-edged sword, that it can get in between even one’s soul and spirit, in 

between one’s joints and marrow, and that it is able to discern the reflections and 

thoughts of our hearts.  In other words, the word of God is able to get through all 

the blocks, all the covers, all the defensives that we put up against it (which we 

do), and is able to expose the truth of things in our lives.  The word of God 

“exposes”. 

2) The second claim is that, despite every intuition that we may have to the 

contrary,  wealth actually is an impediment to a relationship with God.  Jesus 

says to his disciples, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the 

kingdom of God!" And he seems to have meant that, but none of us can like to 

hear that, unless we actually are genuinely poor. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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 Byzantine:   

1) Jesus tells a story, a parable, about how the word of God functions, how it is 

thrown out, scattered, and then received or not received by people in a variety of 

ways.  The point of the parable seems to be saying something very simple- that 

we actually find it very difficult to receive the word of God because that word 

must contend with all the defensives, all the covers, all the blocks that we put up 

against it, so that even when it somehow initially gets in through all of those 

obstacles, we often finally reject it.  Now, none of us, I suspect, likes to think of 

ourselves as being closed off to hearing what God wants to say to us, but that, of 

course, may be our first problem- we don’t even want to consider the possibility 

that we may be obstinate, blind and oppositional to the word of God. 

 

2) The parable takes us through a variety of things that stand in the way of us being 

able to receive what God wants us to hear:  

a) Sometimes, our lives are just too vapid, just too superficial, to take in anything 

of significance, and the word becomes like seeds thrown on a hard road- it 

can’t get beneath the surface. 

b) Sometimes the word gets beneath the surface, but the soil inside of us isn’t 

rich enough or prepared enough to enable the word of God to take root deep 

inside of us and to last, and so we let go of it very easily when various 

alternatives, various temptations, come along. 

c) Sometimes we do hear the word of God and receive inside ourselves and it 

begins to grow, but then sometimes comes to strangle it and stop it from 
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maturing in our lives.  And Jesus is quite specific as to what this is- “the cares 

and riches and pleasures of life”.  This is very much in accord with Jesus’ 

words to the rich young man who thought that he had done enough by 

following the commandments of Torah, and then when Jesus tells him to get 

rid of what really was standing between him and following Jesus- his wealth- 

the young man turned away.  Jesus response to this inability on the part of 

the rich young man is one more of sadness than of condemnation- "How hard 

it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!"  It is very similar 

to the final obstacle in the parable that gets in the way of us hearing the word 

of God- the cares and riches and pleasures of life. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now let me say quite clearly that I realize all too well that talking in church about 

receiving God’s word about the problem which wealth creates for us is a bit like taking 

careful aim and shooting yourself in the foot for two reasons: 1) because we 

ecclesiastical CEOs and middle management people depend on your money in order to 

enable us to carry on the work that is done in  church, and 2) because  in comparison to 

most of the rest of the world, all of us fit into the category of “the wealthy”.  Even if we 

do not belong to the top 1% of the wealthy in this country, we probably do belong to the 

top 1%, or close to it, of the world’s wealthy people,  inasmuch as we have an income, a 

roof over our heads, electricity and running water, access to medical care, and enough 

food in our bellies.  So, whatever problem is inherent in wealth in terms of our 

relationship to God, it’s a problem that all of us or nearly all of us really do have. 
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Jesus’ consistent message to people was, and is, really quite simple: the message is 

this- God is “speaking” and enacting his word right now to us, and God trying to cut 

through all the stuff in our lives which impedes and blocks this word.  This means that 

the Kingdom of God is here right now; it is both in our very midst and is yet to come in 

the future.  This is happening, but somehow there are things in our lives that make us 

miss it, that stop us from seeing it, that get in the way of us receiving it. 

 

I think that if we are to hear this word of God coming in and through Jesus, we all need 

to begin with a real recognition of just how difficult it is for us to receive and to accept 

the word of God.  Recently I came across something written by the theologian Reinhold 

Niebuhr in his autobiography.  He was reflecting on how difficult it is for church people 

to be genuinely committed to the ethical ideals of Jesus or to accept those ideals as 

either the sole or at least the chief agents of redemptive energy in society.  We are too 

committed, he said, to the “interests and prejudices of the middle class”.   That, I think, 

is really hard for us to hear, but it may, unfortunately, be  true.  It may be just a more up-

to-date way of saying exactly what Jesus was talking about when he said that wealth 

and the cares and riches and pleasures of life get in the way of us receiving God’s word 

and God’s Kingdom.  We need, Niebuhr, argued, a “more heroic type of religion” than 

what usually flourishes among us.  And that may also be true, however hard it is for us 

to think about it.   

 

And what would that “more heroic type of religion” look like?  Maybe the first thing it 

would look like is us trying to become aware of the variety of impediments, the variety of 
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covers and cloaks that we all use to protect ourselves so that the word of God doesn’t 

get inside us or doesn’t take root too deeply.  And then the second step towards a 

“more heroic religion” might be that we consciously struggle to allow that word of God to 

cut through all the stuff that would block it, or minimize it, or strangle it when it has 

actually taken hold in our lives.  Neither of these things would be easy- neither to 

become aware of the blocks and covers that keep us from hearing the word of God nor 

to struggle consciously to allow God’s word to get through.  But we must live in hope, 

we must live in hope that God can do amazing things when we give the Spirit and the 

word even just a tiny crack to get through.  When asked “who then can be saved?”, 

Jesus answered with words that we all should cling to: "For human beings it is 

impossible, but not for God.  All things are possible for God." 


