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Election Approaching 2012 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time  
23rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Since something quite important is going to happen on Tuesday, I thought that I should 

say something about it.  The question that I’ve struggled with, however, is what to say 

which is neither ideologically partisan and biased nor just pious and vacuous platitudes.  

So, I have to admit from the outset that I may not be able to accomplish these two goals 

in this homily.  And if I don’t, I would ask you to forgive my inadequacy.   Nonetheless, I 

need to give it a go. 

As we draw closer and closer to Tuesday’s election, feelings on both sides of the 

political divide are heating up, an absolutely obscene amount of money has been spent 

on campaign ads (much of this due to one of the most bizarre Supreme Court decisions 

in recent history), some bishops around the country have come close to very partisan 

political statements of one kind or another, and the Catholic community is divided 

almost right down the middle between Democrats and Republicans.  The danger in all 

of this is that wedges can be driven between us and we can easily forget where our first 

loyalty lies.  We desperately need to hear and to remember the words of Jesus 

addressed to the scribe who asked him what the most important commandment is. 

Jesus replied, "The first commandment is this: 
Hear, O Israel! 
The Lord our God is Lord alone! 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 



2  

 

The second commandment is this: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these." 
 
Whatever we do on Tuesday, we really ought to have these words of Jesus at the 

foundation of our thoughts, our motives, our reasoning and our actions.  Otherwise, we 

can far, far too easily become victims of our own self-interest and self-centeredness.   

 

A few days ago, my heart sang when I saw a sign that had just been put up at St. 

Timothy’s Episcopal Church just around the corner from our house.  It read: 

“Republicans and Democrats gather around the Lord’s Table on 6 November at 7:30 

pm”.   In other words, on the very night of the election, that sign called Christians to 

remember that the Lord’s Eucharist, not our political commitments- however intense 

these commitments may be- that the Lord’s Eucharist is the event, the glue, that keeps 

reminding us who we really are and what our deepest identity really is. That was one of 

the very few messages which I have heard coming from any quarter that is not divisive, 

that is not partisan, and that calls Christians to remember their truest selves. 

 

Once we remember our first loyalty, then we can rightly ask ourselves, “What are my 

politics?”  Everyone should ask and decide this question, because it is crucial to our 

human vocation, it is crucial to what it is to be a human being.  Our dignity as human 

beings requires us to be politically responsible because we are communal beings- we 

live in relation to other people, we live together in the “polis”, in the community of 

citizens, and so we have a responsibility to do the best we can.  In this sense, politics 

arises from how God has made us- as communal, social creatures who live towards and 
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from one another.  And inasmuch as we live in a participatory democratic republic, it is 

our duty and our dignity to join in the fray that is an inevitable part of life together in a 

society.  In other words, it is your responsibility to vote, and I would urge every single 

one of you, who has the right to vote, to make the effort to do so. 

The second question we need to ask ourselves is this:  What should my politics be if I 

am an apprentice, a disciple, of Jesus of Nazareth?  In other words, we need to ask the 

political question from a faith perspective.  Our faith in Jesus, our Christian discipleship, 

needs to permeate our politics as much as it permeates what we do here in church on 

Sunday at the liturgy.  Bringing faith into politics may be the most challenging instance 

of spirituality at work that we can imagine, but it is our responsibility to enable that to 

happen.    

There are, of course, numerous ways to think about this intersection and encounter 

between faith and politics.  I would suggest, however, that there is one fundamental, 

basic concern that should shape and influence what we do with the entire political 

question.  If, as St. Irenaeus of Lyons said many centuries ago, that “the glory of God is 

a human being fully alive”, then a faith-shaped political commitment must be ultimately 

concerned with this question: What is it that enables human beings to flourish, to 

become fully alive, to blossom to the fullest extent? 

Once the question is asked like this, then most of the political parties, especially the two 

larger ones, do have something important to say to this question, but none of them, 

especially the two larger ones, are consistent in their commitment to what will enable 

human beings to flourish, to become fully alive, to blossom to the fullest extent. 
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The question that I am asking has at least three dimensions that need, in my opinion, to 

be taken very seriously. 

1. The first of these is: what must we do politically to ensure the health, the 

wholeness, the well-being of the world in which we live?  We must be concerned 

with the earth, which is our island home.  We cannot rape it, we cannot engage it 

simply as an object to be plundered, we cannot treat it purely as an economic 

commodity to be done with simply as we please.  If we believe the Creed, then 

we affirm that this earth is God’s and we are only stewards of it.  It was created 

by God to bring forth life, to serve as our home, to enable human beings and 

other creatures to flourish and to blossom.  We must treat this earth with respect 

and honor, because our lives as human beings are deeply and inseparably 

interwoven with the life of this world.  If we destroy it, if we harm it, if we injure it, 

as we are now capable of doing and are doing, then the flourishing of human life 

will be impossible to sustain, and no matter what else we may think about the 

value of human life, we will have undermined its very foundations.  This is a faith-

shaped political question that as Christians we must ask the various political 

parties. 

 

2. The second dimension of my question is this: what must we do politically to 

ensure that human life at all stages of its existence is valued?  From a Christian 

perspective, all human life is indeed sacred from its inception until death. The 

Church rightly takes seriously its obligation to help form the consciences of its 

members concerning this sacredness.   If the glory of God is a human being fully 
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alive, then we must take seriously our responsibility to foster that life throughout 

the many and various stages in which a human being exists.  This certainly does 

not answer the hard questions with which many people are tragically confronted, 

but it does commit us to a faith-shaped political posture that refuses to treat 

human life, in any of its stages, as if it were simply expendable.  And when we 

make our political commitment, we must constantly raise this as a serious on-

going issue for the common good of society and the flourishing of human life. 

 
3. The third dimension of my question is this: what must we do politically to ensure 

that human life is cared for after birth- that the poor, the needy, the marginalized, 

the vulnerable are not simply left to their own devices?  In other words, as the 

Magisterium of the Church has repeated taught and as some 2000 plus 

passages of scripture suggest, issues of social justice- of caring for the poor, the 

vulnerable and the oppressed- is integral to living the gospel and to the mission 

of the church in the world.  One of our jobs as Christians is to translate this into 

political action, as the World Synod of Bishops in 1971 said, “Action on behalf of 

justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully appear to us as a 

constitutive dimension of the preaching of the gospel”.   As Catholics we are not 

free to embrace an Ayn Rand political posture of rational self-interest that would 

ignore our indispensible solidarity with the poor, the suffering, the marginalized 

and the vulnerable.  We are not Social Darwinists, and we cannot support 

political policies that would morally ally ourselves to such policies. 
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If we were to take absolutely seriously St. Irenaeus’ dictum that the “glory of God is a 

human being fully alive”, and then to apply this principle 1) to how we are called to treat 

the earth which supports us and enables us to live and to flourish, 2) to how we should 

care for human life at all its stages of existence, and 3) to how we must commit 

ourselves to social justice for all people- if we were to do this, I think that we all would 

become just a little humbler politically, because all our political parties have failed in one 

way or another. 

 

And yet we must act, we need to engage the political process from a faith-shaped 

perspective.  And so we must make, as we say in theology, “prudential judgments”, 

which take various factors into account, knowing that not everything our political parties 

either stand for theoretically or live out concretely is in accord with our Christian 

principle of enabling human beings to become “fully alive”.  Sometimes, as Cardinal 

Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, said, we do not share a candidate’s stand 

on certain moral issues, but nonetheless we vote for that candidate for other reasons, 

and that can be legitimate.   

 

The crucial issue is why we do what we do, why we vote the way we vote.  Political 

engagement is not easy, and it is messy.  There is no clear and clean political ideology.  

There is no Christian political party.  But you could do worse than keeping in mind the 

three things I have suggested that we Christians should keep on asking politically: 1) 

How can we best protect this planet? 2) How can we best care for human life at all its 

stages of existence?  3) How can we best enact social justice for all people?  And then 
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we need to remember that sign at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church: “Republicans and 

Democrats [and Socialists and Libertarians] gather around the Lord’s Table, 6 

November, 7:30 pm”. 

 


