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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 2014 

 

I would like to begin my homily today with a question: Why is God creating you?  Why at 

this very instant, is God calling into existence the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns , the planets in their courses. . . and you and me?  Why this seemingly 

infinite fruitfulness, this extravagant unfurling, this heart-stopping voyage of bare matter 

into consciousness past all the possible dead ends and cosmic collapses that results in 

John and Sarah and Kathryn and Tim, and each one of us?  Why is God creating you. . 

. and me?  What are we here for?  That, of course, is the question that all religions are 

ultimately concerned with.  And how we answer that question for ourselves will shape 

and determine how we live life. 

 

Today’s readings on the Roman and Byzantine calendars, when put together, push us 

to ask that question and give us some important raw materials with which to answer it.  

The gospel in the Roman lectionary has Jesus telling his disciples, and telling us, that 

we are the light of the world, the salt of the earth, a lamp on a lampstand, a city set on a 

mountain, and that our purpose is to give light to everyone in the house, so that other 

people might see this and give glory to the heavenly Father.  Note- the purpose of what 

we do is not draw attention to ourselves, but to serve as a kind of reflector pointing 

toward God.  The Old Testament reading for the day gives some concrete content to 

what this reflecting actually looks like: “Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the 

oppressed and the homeless; clothe the naked when you see them, and do not turn 

your back on your own. Then your light shall break forth like the dawn. . . ” “If you 
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remove from your midst oppression, false accusation and malicious speech; if you 

bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted; then light shall rise for you in 

the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday.”   

 

Jesus was clearly playing off this prophetic text from Isaiah as he was calling his 

disciples and us to think about what being salt, a city on a mountain, and a lamp 

concretely looks like in this world.  Pope Francis has reiterated this call of Jesus for his 

disciples to be reflectors of divine goodness when he wrote that there is an inseparable 

bond between our acceptance of the message of salvation and how we then live in this 

world.  The way we treat others has, he says, “a transcendent dimension” (EG 179).  

The gospel is not merely about our personal relationship with God; it is also about our 

calling to desire, to seek and to protect the good of others (EG 178).  This 

understanding of Christian faith certainly is part of the answer as to why God is creating 

us- you and me- at this very instant. 

 

The other side of this coin is something that Jesus pointed to and which I’ve already 

mentioned- whatever we do we need to do not to draw attention to ourselves, but to 

draw attention to the One who indeed has created and still is creating us.  The 

temptation to get this wrong is, however, enormous.  That’s why the parable of the 

Pharisee and the Publican read today in the Byzantine liturgy is a necessary reminder 

of how easily we can do what is good and right in order to serve ourselves, our own 

egos, our own sense of superiority.   Jesus told the parable, Luke the gospel-writer tells 

us, “to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others 
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with contempt”.  The Pharisee was doing the right things- he was fasting, he was 

tithing, he was praying.  He was doing what was good, but he was doing the good in 

order to serve and preserve his own sense of self, his own sense of who he was. The 

“right things” were done not for the sake of “the other”, but over against and in 

opposition “to the other”- ““God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, 

rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector.”  In other words, even as he did the 

“right things”, the Pharisee was still curved in on himself.  He had failed, as Pope 

Francis says, to give “absolute priority” to “going forth from ourselves towards our 

brothers and sisters”.    Doing the right thing for the right reason is certainly also part of 

the answer as to why God is creating us- you and me- at this very instant. 

 

So, here we have two really important pieces that need to be kept together and that 

need to shape how we understand and live each of the pieces- God keeps on creating 

this universe and keeps on creating us so that we can live in such a way as to desire, 

seek and protect the good of others and to do this not as a mechanism of celebrating 

myself but as a reflection of the goodness of God.  O.K.  Once I somehow get these two 

pieces, I still need to answer the question “why”.  Why should you and I try to live in this 

way? 

 

To answer that we need to return, I believe, to the heart of the Good News.  Do you 

remember that part in John’s gospel where Jesus is talking about us being his “friends” 

because he has made known to his disciples everything that he has heard from his 

Father? “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep 
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my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. .. This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, because I have made know to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. (John 1: 9-15) 

 

This I think, is something really important, really crucial,  because here Jesus is telling 

us that he has let us in on the divine dialogue that is going on between him and his 

heavenly Father.  And maybe more important than even being let in on their dialogue, 

we have let in on their relationship, and that relationship is one of love.  The message of 

salvation, of redemption, is that we human beings have been invited into a 

“conversation” (so to speak) and into a relationship in God that have been going on 

forever, from eternity, from the ages of ages.  And what this looks like concretely when it 

is translated into this world, into this life, is that we love one another.   

 

The Spirit of God groans and works and labors to bring to birth within us and within the 

Christian community divine life, which we call love.  The Spirit of God has been sent to 

us in order to plunge us into Jesus’ relationship with the One he called Abba, and this 

relationship is always one of mutual giving and receiving.  It is always a relationship that 

spills out and overflows towards another.  It is never simply a private, self-serving 

relationship curved in on itself so that can assert our superiority over others.   
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When the salvation and redemption that is announced in the gospel and is embodied in 

the sacraments is actually lived out in this world, it will always look like concern and 

compassion and solidarity with other human beings.  It will always give absolute priority, 

as the Pope says, to “going forth from ourselves towards our brothers and sisters. It will 

always involve a commitment to creating a society in which mutual dependence, justice, 

and the dignity of every human being is what we are about.   We Christians cannot, 

Pope Francis says, remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice or for the building of a 

better world (EG, 183).   

 

Our being drawn into the relationship between Jesus and his heavenly Abba is the basis 

of our concern for the liberation and the promotion of the poor and for our hearing the 

cry of the poor.  Our being drawn into Jesus and his Father’s relationship is also what 

can bring about a change of our minds and an acceptance of the importance of 

community, of solidarity with the poor, and of the priority of the life of all over the 

appropriation of goods by a few people.  Private ownership of goods, the Pope reminds 

us, is justified  by the need to protect and increase them, so that they can better serve 

the common good.  (EG 189). 

 

To believe the gospel, to accept the invitation to be drawn into the divine love of the 

Trinitarian God, means that we no longer need to do things to either find favor with God 

or to justify ourselves.  To believe the gospel means that we know ourselves already 

loved by God, to know ourselves as the very gift of the Father to Jesus, to know 

ourselves taken up into Jesus’ mission, healed and loved, broken open and made to 
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blossom, and now called to bring his life into the world’s heart, to fill the world with 

resurrection life.  This is what we are called to be as “church”, as the place where the 

distorted pattern of the world’s life is changed into the pattern of Jesus’ relationship with 

the Father!  If we know this, then we know why the universe is still being created and we 

know why you and I- little specks of stardust- are here. 

 

No Abstinence on Wednesday, February 12 and Friday, February 14 

Antiphon Prayer (PLC p.429) 
O Christ our God, You condemned the Pharisee proud of his works and justified the Publican 
bent by repentance. We implore You in your mercies to give us repentant hearts and to 
enlighten our minds so that we may recognize our sins and confess them. Forgive us our 
trespasses and restore us to the initial justification which we have lost by rebelling against your 
divine commandments. For You alone are merciful and compassionate and to You we render 
glory and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always 
and forever and ever. 

 

 

 

 


