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6th Sunday of Easter (Roman and 

Byzantine) 2011 

Christ is risen! 

What are we Christians waiting for during this Easter/Paschal season?   

What are we looking forward to?   

 

Or is everything pretty much the way it is every year- we go through Lent, journey 

through Holy Week, celebrate Easter/Pascha, and then the Summer holiday season is 

here, and God and Jesus slowly evaporate from our consciousness as we begin to slow 

down and think about all kinds of other things? 

 

What are we waiting for?  Hint- what in our liturgical life are we waiting for? 

 

Pentecost!  That, of course, is the right liturgical answer.   

 

Everything has been building up to Pentecost, building up to the celebration of the 

coming of the Spirit of God on the early Christian community.  Jesus will be gone- at 

least in one way at the Ascension, but something else will happen- He will send His 

Spirit. 

 

But, I guess my question is really on another level:  Are we really waiting for Pentecost?  

Are we really waiting for anything? 
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What does it mean, anyway, to “receive the Spirit of God”? What’s the difference 

between “having the Spirit” and not “having the Spirit”?  What does that difference look 

like?  Can you tell whether somebody has the Spirit or not?  How do I know that I have 

received the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ? 

 

We Catholics don’t like to talk about these things very much because it seems like we’re 

passing judgment on people then, or we’re denying the efficacy of sacraments.  And 

there is something true and good about that kind of reluctance.   

 

But it, nonetheless, leaves us with a problem that we need to think about- what 

difference does the Spirit make in our lives and in what we do?  Or do we really think 

that we can do the Christian thing on our own? For example, what difference would it 

make if the Spirit were not asked for, pleaded for, when we celebrate the Eucharist?  

“And so, Father, we bring you these gifts.  We ask you to make them holy by the power 

of your Spirit, that they may become the body and blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, at whose command we celebrate this Eucharist.” [“Again we offer unto Thee this 

reasonable and bloodless worship, and ask Thee, and pray Thee, and supplicate Thee: 

Send down Thy Holy Spirit upon us and upon these Gifts here offered. . . and make this 

Bread the precious Body of Thy Christ.”]  

 

There is a kind of theology in the Church that really pushes the Spirit pretty much to the 

margins of things and thinks that we priests somehow possess some kind of “power”, 

some kind of “mojo”, to change bread and wine into Christ’s body and blood.  If that 
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were the case, why do we ask God to send His Spirit so that the Eucharist will be what 

Jesus intended it to be?  Is what we call the “epiclesis”, the invocation of the Spirit, in 

the Eucharist, in the other sacraments, in our daily lives, really important, really 

necessary, or can we do without it? 

 

This may sound like a fancy, theoretical theological question that a seminary professor 

might ask, but I don’t think it is.  I think that how we answer a liturgical question like that 

says buckets about what we really believe about the Spirit of God, and about how we 

actually live our lives in relation to that Spirit.   

 

In John’s gospel [ we heard] Jesus says, “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 

accept, because it neither sees nor knows him.”  You see, my question is: and how do 

we see and know the Spirit.  I don’t think there is any quick and easy answer to this 

question, but I think that it’s an important question to ask.   

 

As we look forward to Pentecost, I think we need to ask what this “Spirit of truth” looks 

likes, not in the abstract, but in our lives as disciples of Jesus.  What does it mean to 

search for this Spirit, to wait on this Spirit, to hunger for this Spirit, to receive this Spirit? 

 

Today in the Byzantine liturgy, the gospel is the story of the man born blind whom Jesus 

heals.  And at its heart this story raises the very same question that I have raised: how 

does one know where the Spirit is operating?  Jesus heals and liberates and sets free, 
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but some of the Pharisees cannot see this as the work of the Spirit of God.  They said 

“This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath!”   

 

What does a text like this say to us when we begin to ask the question about the Spirit 

of God looks like and where the Spirit  of God is working in our own day?  The 

Pharisees thought that they could tell relatively easily where God was working- God 

only works within the boundaries that He Himself has set up.  It sounds sensible and 

devout.  But Jesus  doesn’t seem to play by those rules, and so the Pharisees conclude 

the obvious- “This Man is not from God”- Jesus does not have God’s Spirit. 

 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows 

him.”   But what does this look like for us to “see and to know” this Spirit of truth? 

 

Whatever else it may or may not look like, one thing is certain- where the Spirit of God 

is, there indeed is the Spirit of Jesus of Nazareth.  And it is this Spirit who can enable us 

to see with the eyes of Jesus, and to listen with the heart of Jesus, and to interpret the 

world around us through the lens of Jesus.   

 

Somehow, when we are open to- and I think this means actively open to- the Spirit of 

truth, whom Jesus has promised to send from the Father, we can begin to read life in a 

way like Jesus did.  We certainly live in an age and a time different from that of Jesus.  

We have different issues, different problems, different struggles.  Jesus no more 
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thought about the question of nuclear war and gender inequalities than we think about 

obedience to the Torah and Temple worship.   

 

But the question is: Can we somehow acquire the mind of Christ and the Spirit of Christ, 

so that we can learn to think and live in our own time and place in a way which is faithful 

to Him?  You see, I think that’s His promise to us- “And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth.”   

 

When all is said and done- and it is not yet all said and done!- the goal of Christian life is 

to acquire this “Spirit of truth”, so that we can put on the mind of Christ in our own 

context, in our own time, in our own historical moment.  As Christians we wait for, and 

seek after, and call down the Spirit of God on everything in our lives- both personally 

and communally- so that we will not, through our own internal blindness, fail, as did 

many pious and devout Pharisees, to see the hand  and Spirit of God at work in our own 

day.   

 

As we begin to wait for Pentecost, as we think about issues surrounding healing and 

blindness and Sabbath-breaking, we need to call on God once again to send us the 

Spirit of His Son so that we might not fail to see where and how God is acting today- 

where and how we should be acting today. 

 

As we begin to wait for Pentecost, I would ask that you consider one more thing- as 

Christians, we do not “possess” the truth; the truth possesses us.  And so, we must 
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open- actively open- our hearts, and our minds, and our emotions, and even our bodies 

to that Spirit of God, that Spirit of Christ, that Spirit of truth, whom Jesus promised to 

ask the Father to send to us.   

 

This is our task and this is our work as Christians- to receive this Spirit, so that we can 

begin to see things rightly and then to act rightly on what we see. 

 

Christ is risen! 

 

 

 


