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Holy Trinity/All Saints 2014 
 

Last Sunday, on the feast of Pentecost, I was hoping that you would leave with the take-

away question, "How is God saving me right now?"  That's the question, I suggested, that 

the very first disciples of Jesus would have had to deal with in some way as they 

experienced the disappearance of their Rabbi and Master, Jesus, whom they now 

experienced as "Messiah" and "Lord" by virtue of his resurrectional victory over the shame 

and death of the cross. Then when they experienced whatever it was they experienced 

at that first Pentecost- wind, fire, speaking in strange languages- they began to realize 

that Jesus' words promising that he would not abandon them were strangely and weirdly 

true:  He was still in their midst, they were not alone, and God was indeed still saving 

them, in a way that was both rooted in the tradition and completely novel and bizarre at 

the same time.    

 

If the celebration of Pentecost left us with our own existential question, "how is God saving 

us right now?", today's celebration of the solemnity of the Holy Trinity in the Roman Rite 

and the feast of All Saints in the Byzantine Rite pushes us to ask what does that "being 

saved right now look like? What does 'holiness' look like? and How might a Trinitarian 

God impact any of this?"   

 

In other words, how do we unpack God's saving work among us right now in terms of the 

call to universal holiness, as the 2nd Vatican Council put it, and the disclosure of the 

Transcendent Mystery as Father, Son and Spirit?  Let me suggest just two words that get 

at the heart of both what we call "holiness" and the Trinitarian God: relationality and 



 

 Page 2 of 5 

freedom.  Relationality and freedom.  If God is saving us right now, today, in this place, 

in the concreteness of our own lives, then it has to do with both our relationships with 

others and with the freedom we have to be ourselves and to make ourselves.  Let me try 

to place what is happening to us within the order of salvation with what goes on, often 

completely unnoticed by us, within the order of creation. 

 

If "we are being saved right now", in other words, if God or the universe or life is somehow 

working to get us to become what we were created to become- and I think that's finally 

what salvation means- if this is happening to us, then I am almost inevitably led to ask 

another question, "And what is it that I can become?  What is the fulness of my potential 

that God has given me in having created me?" And here we should remember that saying 

of St. Irenaeus of Lyons, "The glory of God is a human being fully alive".  This "becoming 

fully alive" is, I would suggest, what salvation is about and it involves the work of both 

Christ's Spirit in us and our own human, creaturely freedom.   In some  remarkable ways 

it looks very much like the unfurling of the universe itself. So to understand this spiritual 

process in ourselves, it might be helpful to look at the bigger picture of the universe.  

 

There are at least two things about the universe that, I think, can help us to reflect on the 

questions, "What can I become?  What is the fulness of my potential?" and "What would 

it look like if I were to be fully alive?"  The first thing is that we live in a relational universe. 

With the development of Quantum Physics, we now have a better understanding of just 

how interconnected this whole place actually is.  Space, time and matter are so closely 

interconnected in a kind of integrated package that matter curves spacetime and 
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spacetime curves the paths of matter.  The cosmic container, so to speak, and its contains 

are not separable are but intimately linked with one another. 20th and 21st-century 

science has revealed a deep-seated interconnectivity present in the very fabric of the 

physical world.   

 

These remarkable developments in relational and holistic thinking that are taking place 

within the arena of science are deeply congenial to Trinitarian ways of thinking.  The 

Christian vision of God as Trinity sees a "divine dance", so to speak, at the heart of the 

Source of all created reality.  God is relational, neither isolated nor singular, but eternally 

relational.  We use the language of "persons"- the persons of Father, Son and Spirit- to 

try to talk about this.  What we mean is that the deepest reality- God- is relational and 

connected and moving, and the universe somehow reflects this and is consonant with it.  

All reality is relational.  And if this is true at the God-level and at the cosmic-level, it is all 

true with us at the personal level.  Who I can become, what I am meant to be, and how I 

can become fully alive, are deeply, deeply determined by the character and the quality of 

my relationships, my connectedness, with God, with other people, with other creatures, 

and with the processes of this world.  I can no more achieve holiness in isolation or by 

myself than I can achieve life by myself.  There never, ever was a moment when I have 

actually been unrelated or autonomous, even if at times I think this is the case.  Both 

holiness and coming to know the living Trinitarian God are about learning how to lean into 

relationships and connections.  "You cannot love God whom you don't see," the apostle 

John tells us, "if you don't love your neighbor whom you can see". 
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If our salvation in Christ and in His Spirit are really the fulfilling and the completing of our 

createdness, which I think they are, then the second thing the universe can remind us of 

is that just as the creation is a world of true "becoming" and not a world of static being, 

then neither the universe nor our own lives is simply a performance of an already written 

script. There is true and genuine freedom in both the unfurling of this universe and in the 

unfurling of our lives.  What this means is that there is unpredictability and order in both.  

The immense potentiality of the universe was there in the very first moments after the Big 

Bang and along with it a kind of  patterned behavior and order shaping how the universe 

develops and unfurls.  At the same time, the universe has widespread intrinsic 

unpredictabilities present within the physical processes.  There is what has been called 

"chaos".  The universe is an open process.  God seems to have given it real freedom to 

emerge and to develop. Order and openness within the universe so interlace that the 

state of affairs is neither so rigid that nothing new can ever come about nor so haphazard 

that everything is possible.  The history of the universe is more like an unfolding 

improvisation of a musical piece, and not simply the performance of an already written 

score. 

 

The Christian teaching of God as Trinity resonates with this insight.  The Father is the 

fundamental ground of creation's being, holding it in existence.  The Word/Logos/Reason 

is the source of the universe's deep order.  The Spirit is ceaselessly at work at the edges 

of things that may or may not be.  And there is a fertile interplay between order and 

openness, between structure and novelty.  When St. Irenaeus described the Word and 

Spirit as being the "two hands of God", I think this is what he was pointing towards. 
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And this same polarity we find in our own lives.  We are neither just pure order, structure 

and predetermined patterns; nor are we complete freedom, unpredictability and chaos.  

We live life, we find God, and we become holy creatures precisely within the tension 

between the patterned behaviors of our lives rooted in our genes and early upbringing 

and in real freedom and openness.  No less than the universe itself, you and I live within 

the interplay of order and spontaneity, of structure and novelty.  Who and what you and I 

can become have limits, but they also has tremendous creative possibilities.   

 

We operate at the edge of this tension and interplay, and here at the edge is where the 

Word of God and the Spirit of God come to find us, to save us, to sustain us and to sanctify 

us.  If we are to discover who we truly are and what we can genuinely become, if we are 

to glimpse how to lean into that fulness of life to which we are being called in the freedom 

God bestows on us, then we need to learn how to live within this tension that God has 

built into the universe itself.  We need to learn both how to allow Christ, God's Word and 

Reason, to structure our lives according to his word, and how to allow the Spirit of Christ 

to lead us down paths we never thought possible or even likely.   

 

Suggested reading: John Polkinghorne, Science and the Trinity.  The Christian Encounter 
with Reality 


