
Holy Wednesday- Presanctified 

Matthew 26: 6-16 
Story of the woman who anointed Jesus while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon 

the Leper, as he sat at table. 

She came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment (Mark tells us it was worth about 

300 denarii- a year’s wages for an average worker). 

To use ointment worth that much seemed very much like a completely unnecessary 

extravagance. 

But Jesus says a most peculiar thing, he gives this woman a stunning accolade- “ I tell 

you, wherever this gospel is announced in all the world, what she has just done will be 

told and people will remember her.” 

Why does he say this?  What’s so significant about what she has done? 

I think it is because this woman, of all the people surrounding Jesus, seems to have 

believed that what he had been saying about his approaching betrayal, execution and 

resurrection.  We have to remember that Jesus several times told his disciples that this 

was going to happen, but they steadfastly refused to believe him or to accept the 

scenario he painted.  This woman might well have been one of those women who, 

according to the gospels, had been traveling with Jesus up to Jerusalem along with his 

other disciples. 

As Jesus and those first disciples traveled on their own Lenten journey from Caesarea 

Philippi up to Jerusalem, Jesus told his followers that there was big trouble in store for 

the “Son of Man”, his preferred title referring to himself- that he would be rejected by the 



authorities, would be executed and would be raised.  And  he invited the disciples, along 

with the crowd, to journey alongside him through rejection, suffering, death and 

vindication by God.  And every time this invitation was responded to by his disciples 

with either complete incomprehension or downright opposition.  They either didn’t want 

him even to talk about the scenario in Jerusalem that he has painted for them or they 

were much more interested in who would sit on thrones along Jesus in his glory. 

But this unknown woman, Jesus says, anointed him to prepare him for burial.  She 

alone seems to have heard, understood and accepted what Jesus was saying about 

what was going to happen in Jerusalem..  She drew the obvious conclusion: Since you 

are going to die, I must anoint you now beforehand, because I won’t have a chance to 

do it afterward.  This woman seems to be in Matthew’s gospel, as well as in Mark’s 

gospel, the first genuine believer, the first one to hear and to accept what Jesus was 

saying about is journey from death-to-resurrection.  In that sense, she was the first 

Christian.   

And her action in anointing him was a graphic demonstration of the radical and 

paradoxical kind of life and of leadership in the Christian community that Jesus- the 

model of child, servant and slave: : “whoever wishes to become great among you,” he 

says,  “must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave 

of all”.  The unnamed woman in this story is not only the first believer.  She is also the 

model leader.  And for that reason, Jesus says that wherever the Good News is 

announced, anywhere in the world, the story of what this woman has done will be told in 

remembrance of her. 


